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President Barack Obama gestures as he speaks at Hyde Park Academy in Chicago, promoting the economic pian he iaid out in 
his State of the Union address. 


WiLD WEATHER 

JIM SALTER 
Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Hundreds 
of snow plows and salt 
spreaders took to the high¬ 
ways of the nation’s heart¬ 
land Wednesday, prepar¬ 
ing for a winter storm that 
could dump up to a foot 
of snow in some areas and 
bring dangerous freezing 
rain and sleet to others. 
Winter storm warnings 



Snow falls during the Match 
Play Championship golf tour¬ 
nament, Wednesday, Feb. 20, 
2013, In Marana, Ariz. 

(AP Photo/Ross Franklin) 

were issued from Colorado 
through Illinois. By midday 
Wednesday, heavy snow 
was already falling in Colo¬ 
rado and western Kansas. 
National Weather Service 
meteorologist Jayson Gos- 
selin said parts of Colora¬ 
do, Kansas and northern 
Missouri could get 10 to 
12 inches of snow. Dodge 
City, Kan., was bracing for 
up to 16 inches of snow. 
Further south, freezing rain 
and sleet could make driv¬ 
ing treacherous. 

Officials feared the winter 
storm would be the worst 
in the Midwest since the 
Groundhog Day blizzard in 
2011 . 


Continued on Page 2 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

still-weak U.S. economy is 
just days away from taking 
a new fiscal body blow, 
with congressional Repub¬ 
licans and the White House 
more intent on blaming 


each other for the latest 
budget crisis than on nego¬ 
tiating a deal to avoid $85 
billion in automatic gov¬ 
ernment spending cuts. 

The looming cuts, which 
would initially affect gov¬ 
ernment spending be¬ 
tween March 1 and the 


Sept. 30 end of the federal 
fiscal year, were enacted 
to overcome a budget¬ 
ing standoff two years ago 
and were designed to be 
so distasteful to the core in¬ 
terests of both Republicans 
and Democrats that they 
would force more target- 


(AP Photo/Evan VuccI) 

ed reductions. 

The effects of the maneu¬ 
ver — known as the se¬ 
quester— will stretch on for 
a decade, slashing nearly 
$1 trillion more out of fed¬ 
eral spending. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Facing cuts, Obama, GOP exchange blame 


Continued from front 

The sequester battle is just 
the latest in a series of fiscal 
fights since Republicans re¬ 
took control of the House 
of Representatives in 2010, 
determined to blunt Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s leg¬ 
islative agenda, shrink the 
size of government, cut 
spending and lower taxes. 
Last-minute bargaining has 
so for averted dramatic 
outcomes like the shut¬ 
down of government for 
lack of funding or a U.S. de¬ 
fault on its loon payments 
because Congress denied 
the government’s need to 
increase its borrowing limit. 
But with no deal in sight this 
time, the bitter budget cuts 
look likely to take effect. 
Congress is not even re¬ 
turning to session until Mon¬ 
day, four days before the 
March 1 deadline to reach 
o compromise. The cuts 
will be draconian, hitting 
the military, education, re¬ 
search and development, 
and even core security 
agencies including the FBI, 
the Coast Guard and bor¬ 
der patrols. 

Obomo called it o “meat 
cleaver" approach to 
debt reduction. 

At issue is a spiraling na¬ 
tional debt that has sur¬ 
passed $16 trillion, pushed 
to that extraordinary level 
by declining tax revenue 
and the vast sums of mon¬ 
ey that Obama pumped 
into the economy after 
taking office during the 
worst economic downturn 
since the Great Depression 


of the 1930s. The national 
debt had already doubled 
during President George 
W. Bush’s eight years at 
the White House and was 


about $10.6 trillion when he 
left office in 2009. 

The sequester, as danger¬ 
ous as it may be for the U.S. 
economy and its slow re¬ 
covery from the Great Re¬ 
cession, is only one symp¬ 
tom of the partisan divide 
crippling American politics. 
The ideological gap grew 
more acute with the as¬ 
cent of the conservative 
tea party movement that 
propelled Republicans to 
retake the House in 2010. 
After that election. Repub¬ 
licans were able to stymie 
most of Obama’s legisla¬ 
tive agenda. 

The president has seemed 
determined to break out 
of that legislative box since 


his convincing re-election 
in November elections, 
which also saw his fellow 
Democrats gain seats in 
the House and widen their 


majority in the Senate. 
With talks on a sequester 
compromise non-existent, 
Obama has turned to 
campaign-style exhorta¬ 
tions directed at voters, 
hoping to pressure recal¬ 
citrant Republicans to give 
ground. Obama cam¬ 
paigned for re-election 
on promises to make the 
economy fairer, restore 
opportunity for the middle 
class and raise taxes on the 
wealthiest. He won a par¬ 
tial victory in December 
when Republicans, divided 
and unable to rally behind 
an alternative plan put for¬ 
ward by House Speaker 
John Boehner, agreed to 
allow Bush-era tax cuts to 


expire for Americans earn¬ 
ing more than $400,000 a 
year. Obama had initially 
pushed for the taxes to ex¬ 
pire for those making more 
than $200,000 a year. 

Now the president, push¬ 
ing a hard bargain over 
the sequester, wants to fur¬ 
ther raise taxes on certain 
wealthy individuals and 
corporations by eliminat¬ 
ing loopholes that allowed 
them to vastly reduce re¬ 
ported income. 

“So now Republicans in 
Congress face a simple 
choice," Obama said 
Tuesday. “Are they willing 
to compromise to protect 
vital investments in edu¬ 
cation and health care 
and national security and 
all the jobs that depend 
on them? Or would they 
rather put hundreds of 
thousands of jobs and our 
entire economy at risk just 
to protect a few special- 
interest tax loopholes that 
benefit only the wealthi¬ 
est Americans and biggest 
corporations?" 

Answering Obama for the 
Republicans, Boehner shot 
back: “The president of¬ 
fered no credible plan that 
can pass Congress — only 
more calls for higher taxes. 
He said Obama’s desire 
for more tax revenue is a 
dead issue. 

The sequester law exempts 
the federal Social Security 
pension program, Medic¬ 
aid health care and food 
stamps for the poor and 
Medicare health insurance 
available to Americans at 
age 65.Q 



House Budget Committee Vice Chairman Rep. Tom Price, 

R-Ga., right, and the committee’s ranking Democrat Rep. Chris 
Van Hollen, D-AAd., in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Jacqueiyn Martin) 


Twin storms blanket West Coast, Midwest 


Continued from front 


A two-day storm that be¬ 
gan Feb. 1, 2011, was 
blamed in about two doz¬ 
en deaths and left hun¬ 
dreds of thousands without 
power, some for several 
days. At its peak, the storm 
created white-out condi¬ 
tions so intense that Inter¬ 
state 70 was shut down 
across the entire state of 
Missouri. 

“We’re not going to see 
that type of storm, but it’s 
certainly the most impact¬ 
ful in the lost two winters,” 


said Gosselin, who works in 
suburban St. Louis. 

“Sleet is no fun to drive on," 
Gosselin said. “Especially if 
you get a couple of inch¬ 
es, which could happen. It 
doesn’t melt, and it’s very 
heavy to move. It’s difficult 
to shovel, you can’t really 
plow it and the chemicals 
don’t work as well.” 

Much of Kansas was ex¬ 
pected to get up to a foot 
of snow, which many rural 
residents welcomed after 
nearly a year of drought. 
Meanwhile, a separate 
snow storm caught many 
drivers by surprise in Cali¬ 


fornia, leaving hundreds 
stranded on mountain 
highways. A 35-mile stretch 
of Highway 58 between 
Mojave and Bakersfield 
was closed Wednesday, 
and several school districts 
closed. 

No injuries were reported. 
Schools also were closed in 
northern Arizona and Colo¬ 
rado with snow there. Min¬ 
dy Crane, a spokeswoman 
for the Colorado Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation, 
said hundreds of plows 
had been deployed for 
what was expected to be 
one of the most significant 


snow storms of the season. 
Just the threat of snow had 
a big impact in Nebraska, 
where lawmakers can¬ 
celled Thursday afternoon 
committee hearings and 
University of Nebraska offi¬ 
cials moved a Big 10 men’s 
basketball game against 
Iowa from Thursday to Sat¬ 
urday. 

Gosselin said precipita¬ 
tion is generally expected 
to drop off as the storm 
makes its way east. 
Chicago and parts of In¬ 
diana, he said, could get 
about 2 inches of snow 
and some sleet.Q 



White House 
announces it’s 
new anti-theft 
trade strategy 

NEDRA PICKLER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration 
announced new efforts 
Wednesday to fight the 
growing theft of American 
frade secrets, a broad but 
relatively restrained re¬ 
sponse to a rapidly emerg¬ 
ing global problem that 
was brought into sharp fo¬ 
cus this week by fresh evi¬ 
dence linking cybersteal¬ 
ing to China’s military. 

The administration says indi¬ 
cations are that economic 
espionage is increasing, 
not only through electronic 
intrusion over the Internet 
but also through the re¬ 
cruitment of former em¬ 
ployees of U.S. companies 
with knowledge of inside 
trade information. 
Wednesday’s Obama ad¬ 
ministration report did not 
target any one violator, but 
the China problem was ev¬ 
ident in the case studies it 
cited. Those examples did 
not involve cyberattacks 
but rather the theft of hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars 
in trade secrets by former 
employees of U.S. corpora¬ 
tions including Ford Motor 
Co., DuPont Co., General 
Motors Corp., Cargill, Dow 
Chemical Co., Valspar 
and Motorola. 

The administration report 
didn’t threaten any spe¬ 
cific consequences for 
fheft of trade secrets, and 
no new fines or ofher trade 
actions were announced. 
It included five actions to 
protect American innova¬ 
tion: 

— Applying diplomatic 
pressure by senior officials 
fo foreign leaders fo dis¬ 
courage fheff. 

— Promoting best prac¬ 
tices to help industries pro¬ 
tect against theft. 

— Enhancing U.S. law en¬ 
forcement operations to 
increase investigations and 
prosecutions. 

— Reviewing U.S. laws to 
determine if they need to 
be strengthened to pro¬ 
tect against theft. 

— Beginning a public 
awareness campaign. □ 
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Q&A ON THE NEWS 

©2013 Cox Newspapers 

Q: Pope Benedict is resigning on Feb. 28. The last pope to 
resign did so about 600 years ago. What was the reason 
tor that pope’s resignation? 

-- Kathy McDonough, Peachtree Corners, Ga. 

A: Pope Gregory XII resigned in 1415 to help end the 
Western Schism, which split the Catholic Church from 
1378-1417. Gregory was among three men who claimed 
the papacy; the others were Avignon Pope Benedict XIII 
and Pisa Pope John XXIII. Each claimant had his "own 
following, his own Sacred College of Cardinals and his 
own administrative offices,” according to Encyclopedia 
Britannica. 

John XXIII was deposed and the claims of Benedict XIII 
were dismissed, leading to the election of Pope Martin V 
in 1417, which ended the schism. 

Q: Several days ago I received a YouTube clip where a 
national newscaster stated that the killer used four pistols 
to kill the Connecticut schoolchildren. He indicated the 
assault rifle was in the killer’s car and never fired. Since 
then, I have heard several local newscasters state that an 
assault rifle was used. Please clarify. 

-- Larry Fountain, Dunwoody, Ga. 

A: Lt. J. Paul Vance of the Connecticut State Police reiter¬ 
ated last month that Adam Lanza killed 20 children and 
six school employees with a Bushmaster XM-15 E2S rifle 
that had a 30-round magazine. ’’There’s no doubt that 
the rifle was used solely to kill 26 people in that school,” 
Vance said in a news conference on Jan. 24. 

The state also issued a release on Jan. 18 ”to eliminate 
any confusion or misinformation.” It stated the Bushmas¬ 
ter, a Clock 10mm handgun and a Sig-Sauer P226 9mm 
handgun were found inside Sandy Hook Elementary 
School. 

Q: When did the post office stop twice-a-day deliveries? I 
am old enough to remember them! 

-- William Johnston, Peachtree Corners, Ga. 

A: The U.S. Post Office stopped delivering mail twice a 
day in 1950 to save money. The USPS recently announced 
it was stopping Saturday mail delivery, starting in August. 

Q: I know first class mail will not be delivered on Saturdays 
starting in August, but what about outgoing first class 
mail? If I have my mailbox flag up to send out a greeting 
card or last-minute bill payment, will the mailman take it? 

-- M.K. Youngdale, Woodstock, Ga. 

A: There will be no collection of outgoing mail from homes 
on Saturdays, beginning in August, a spokesman with the 
United States Postal Service told Q-and-A on the News in 
an email. Only packages will be delivered to home ad¬ 
dresses on Saturdays. Mail will be delivered to post office 
boxes, and post offices currently open on Saturdays will 
remain open. The move is expected to save the post of¬ 
fice $2 billion a year. 

Q: You wrote that the Budweiser ad featuring the Clydes¬ 
dale was the top commercial of the Super Bowl, accord¬ 
ing to viewers. Which commercials finished second, third, 
fourth and fifth? 

-- Jayne Shaydet, Woodstock, Ga. 

A: Tide’s ’’Miracle Stain,” followed by Dodge Ram’s 
’’Farmers,” featuring Paul Harvey’s commentary about 
farmers, Doritos’ ’’Fashionista Dad” and Jeep’s ’’Families 
Waiting.”□ 


US CEO ridicules French work ethic 


THOMAS ADAMSON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A straight- 
talking U.S. businessman 
and a European socialist 
government were never 
likely to become the firmest 
of friends, but a letter from 
Maurice Taylor, CEO of tire- 
maker Titan International, 
blasting the French work- 
ethic has ruffled France’s 
feathers. 

Taylor, who is nicknamed 


The Industrial Renewal Min¬ 
istry had approached Titan 
to start discussions on buy¬ 
ing up part of the Good¬ 
year factory. 

Taylor’s response in the let¬ 
ter was abrupt, to say the 
least. “How stupid do you 
think we are?” 

“Titan is the one with the 
money and the talent to 
produce tires. What does 
the crazy union have? It 
has the French govern¬ 


Taylor that France remains 
the number 1. European 
destination from American 
investors,” said French gov¬ 
ernment spokeperson Na- 
jat Vallaud-Belkacem, also 
stepping in. 

“And it’s likely there are 
very good reasons for that.” 
Figures from the Organiza¬ 
tion for the Economic Co¬ 
operation and Develop¬ 
ment show that France is 
riding high in the top ten of 



Titan Tire Corporation President Maury Tayior speaks during a news conterence. Maury has written 
a stinging ietter to the French government, blasting the French work ethic saying workers waste 
time talking. 

(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall) 


“The Grizz”, wrote the 
no-holds-barred letter to 
French Industrial Renewal 
Minister Arnaud Monte- 
bourg to explain why his 
company wouldn’t buy 
part of an ailing Goodyear 
factory in Amiens. The min¬ 
istry confirmed the letter 
as authentic however at¬ 
tempts to obtain comment 
from Titan have been un¬ 
successful. 

“I have visited the factory a 
couple of times,” the letter 
date Feb. 8 reads, accord¬ 
ing to a copy published 
Wednesday in Les Echos 
newspaper. 

“The French workforce gets 
paid high wages but only 
work for three hours. They 
get one hour for breaks 
and lunch, talk for three 
and work for three. 

I told this to the French 
union workers to their fac¬ 
es. 

They told me that’s the 
French way!” 


ment.” 

The letter, which refers 
to French employees as 
“so-called workers” has 
prompted a media back¬ 
lash against Taylor, and 
even caused the French 
government to defend it¬ 
self. 

In a written reply Wednes¬ 
day, a copy of which was 
sent to The Associated 
Press, Montebourg tells Tay¬ 
lor “your words, as extremist 
as they are insulting, show 
a perfect ignorance of our 
country.” 

“Can I remind you that 
Titan, the company you 
head is 20 times smaller 
than Michelin, the French 
technology leader with 
a global reach, and 35 
times more profitable? That 
shows the extent that Ti¬ 
tan could have learnt and 
gained enormously from a 
French base,” Montebourg 
goes on. 

“I would like to remind Mr. 


the most productive Euro¬ 
pean countries. However, 
analysts and politicians 
across Europe are becom¬ 
ing increasingly concerned 
the France, Europe’s sec¬ 
ond-largest economy after 
Germany, is rapidly losing 
its competiveness. The ex¬ 
change of letters has been 
played out on a broader 
landscape of rising unem¬ 
ployment and fears that 
French industry will fall fur¬ 
ther behind as its economy 
slumps. 

Titan International plays on 
the hard reputation of its 
CEO, who also made an 
attempt to run for U.S. Presi¬ 
dent in 1996 for the Repub¬ 
licans. 

The company’s website 
features a biography ex¬ 
plaining that the nickname 
comes from his “tough ne¬ 
gotiating style” in Washing¬ 
ton as well as a logo and 
sound of a roaring grizzly 
bear wearing shades.Q 
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Former Illinois Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. pleads guilty 


F. J. FROMMER 
PETE YOST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

son of a prominent U.S. 
civil rights leader, holding 
back tears, entered a guilty 
plea Wednesday in federal 
court to criminal charg¬ 
es that he engaged in a 
scheme to spend $750,000 
in campaign funds on per¬ 
sonal items. He faces 46 to 
57 months in prison, and a 
fine of $10,000 to $100,000, 
under a plea deal with 
prosecutors. 

A few hours later, Jesse 
Jackson Jr.’s wife, Sandra 
Jackson, pleaded guilty 
to filing false joint federal 
income tax returns that 
knowingly understated 
the income the couple re¬ 
ceived. She faces one to 
two years in prison and a 
fine of $3,000 to $40,000. 
Until the couple’s troubles 
began, Jackson, a former 
congressman and son of 
civil rights leader Rev. Jesse 


Jackson, seemed to have 
a bright political future with 
a possible shot at higher 
office. She was a member 
of the Chicago city coun¬ 
cil until her resignation last 
month. 

In a 17-page prosecution 
document, Jackson’s wife 
admitted that from mid- 


2006 through mid-October 
of last year, she failed to 
report $600,000 in income 
that she and her husband 
earned from 2005 to 2011. 
Before entering the plea 
to a conspiracy charge, 
Jesse Jackson told U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Robert L. Wilkins, 
“I’ve never been more 


clear in my life” in his deci¬ 
sion to plead guilty. 

Later, when Wilkins asked 
if Jackson committed the 
acts outlined in court pa¬ 
pers, the former congress¬ 
man replied, “I did these 
things.” He added later, 
“Sir, for years I lived in my 
campaign,” and used 
money from the campaign 
for personal use. 

Jackson told the judge he 
was waiving his right to trial. 
“In perfect candor, your 
honor, I have no interest in 
wasting the taxpayers’ time 
or money,” he said. 

U.S. Attorney Ronald Ma- 
chen called the guilty plea 
“nothing short of tragic.” 
“Jesse Jackson Jr. entered 
public life with unlimited 
potential, but squandered 
his bright future by engag¬ 
ing in a self-destructive 
course of conduct that was 
staggering in both degree 
and scope,” Machen said. 
“For seven years, Mr. Jack- 
son betrayed the very peo¬ 


ple he inspired by stealing 
their campaign donations 
to finance his extravagant 
lifestyle.” 

Jackson had been a Dem¬ 
ocratic congressman from 
Illinois from 1995 until he 
resigned last November. 
He is scheduled to be sen¬ 
tenced June 28, and his 
wife on July 1. Wilkins, who 
presided over both guilty 
pleas, is not bound by the 
terms of the plea agree¬ 
ments. 

Both Jacksons are free until 
sentencing. 

Since last June, Jesse Jack- 
son has been hospitalized 
twice at the Mayo Clinic for 
treatment of bipolar disor¬ 
der and other issues, and 
he stayed out of the public 
eye for months, even dur¬ 
ing the November elec¬ 
tions. 

His attorney said after the 
court appearance that 
Jackson’s health is “not an 
excuse” for his actions, “just 
a fact.”a 



Former Illinois Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. is surrounded as he walks 
to his car outside the E. Barrett Prettyman Federai Courthouse in 
Washington, Wednesday, Feb. 20,2013, atter he entered a guiity 
piea to criminal charges that he engaged in a scheme to spend 
$750,000 in campaign tunds on personal items. 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 
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New York Times Co. plans to sell Boston Globe 



The Boston Globe newspaper building in Dorchester, Mass. The New York Times Company 
announced on Feb. 20, 2013, that it pians to seii the New England Media Group, which includes 
The Boston Globe and its reiated properties. 

(John Bianding/Boston Globe) 


AMY CHOZICK 
© 2013 New York Times 
The New York Times Co. 

plans to sell The Boston 
Globe and other New Eng¬ 
land properties, allowing 
the media company to fo¬ 
cus energy and resources 
on its flagship newspaper. 
The Times Co. announced 
Wednesday that it hod 
retained Evercore Part¬ 
ners to manage the sale 
of the New England Me¬ 
dia Group, anchored by 
The Globe, Boston.com, 
The Worcester Telegram & 
Gazette and GlobeDirect, 
a direct mail marketing 
company. Mark Thomp¬ 
son, president and chief 
executive of the Times 
Co., called The Globe and 
the Worcester Telegram 
& Gazette “outstand¬ 
ing newspapers," but in a 
statement he said selling 
the newspapers “demon¬ 
strates our commitment to 
concentrate our strategic 
focus and investment on 
The New York Times brand 


and its journalism." 

The Times Co. has in recent 
years sold assets unrelated 
to The Times. In May, the 
company received $63 
million for its remaining 
stake in the Fenway Sports 


Group, the company that 
owns the Boston Red Sox. 
Last year, the company 
sold its 16 regional newspa¬ 
pers, including The Gaines¬ 
ville Sun and The Sarasota 
Herald Tribune, to Halifax 


Media Holdings for $143 
million. 

The Times paid $1.1 billion 
for The Globe in 1993, and 
for years the Boston daily 
brought prestige and prof¬ 
its to the company. But 


recently the newspaper 
has suffered in an industry¬ 
wide decline in circulation 
and advertising revenue. 
The paper's circulation 
has diminished by nearly 
half in the past decade 
to a weekday readership 
of 230,351, from 438,621 in 
2002. Digital subscriptions 
to The Boston Globe and 
BostonGlobe.com grew 
by 8 percent, to about 
28,000 subscribers in the 
company’s fourth quarter. 
The Times Co. is expected 
to seek a purchaser in an 
auction but in a news re¬ 
lease said “there can be no 
assurance that any trans¬ 
action will take place." 
Suitors have approached 
the Times Co. about pur¬ 
chasing The Globe in the 
past. In 2009, the com¬ 
pany turned down a local 
investment group’s bid of 
around $35 million and the 
assumption of pension obli¬ 
gations for The Globe and 
The Worcester Telegram & 
Gazette.Q 


Ringleader in Ohio Amish attacks appeals verdict 


Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — The 

ringleader of 16 Amish 
found guilty in beard- and 
hair-cutting hate-crime at¬ 
tacks on fellow members 
of their faith in Ohio asked 
an appeals court Wednes¬ 
day to overturn his convic¬ 
tion. The attorney for Sam 
Mullet Sr., 67, filed the no¬ 
tice of appeal with the 6th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals in Cincinnati. The ap¬ 
peal cited issues including 
the judge’s refusal to delay 
last year’s trial in Cleve¬ 
land or to release Mullet 
on bond. The appeal also 
cited testimony about sex 
involving Mullet and wom¬ 
en in his community. Thir¬ 
teen defendants have ap¬ 
pealed their convictions. 


The judge said defendants 
have until Friday to appeal. 
They were convicted in 
five attacks in Ohio Amish 
communities in 2011 in ap¬ 
parent retaliation against 
Amish who had defied or 
denounced Mullet’s au¬ 
thoritarian style in the insu¬ 
lar community, which shuns 
many facets of modern life 
and is deeply religious. The 
jury sided with prosecution 
arguments that the de¬ 
fendants should be found 
guilty of a hate crime be¬ 
cause religious differences 
brought about the attacks. 
Amish believe the Bible in¬ 
structs women to let their 
hair grow long and men 
to grow beards once they 
marry. Cutting it would be 
shameful and offensive. 
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U.5. Economy: 

Fed shows concerns about bond purchases 


M. CRUTSINGER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sev¬ 
eral Federal Reserve poli¬ 
cymakers suggested last 
month that the Fed might 
have to scale back its ef¬ 
forts to keep borrowing 
costs low for the foresee¬ 
able future. 

Minutes, or written records, 
of the Fed's Jon. 29-30 
policy meeting released 
Wednesday showed that 
some officials worried 
about the Fed's plan to 
keep buying $85 billion in 
bonds each month un¬ 
til the job market has im¬ 
proved substantially. They 
expressed concern that 
the continued purchases 
could eventually escalate 
inflation, unsettle financial 
markets or cause the Fed 
to absorb losses once it be¬ 
gins selling its investments. 
According to the minutes, 
some Fed officials thought 
on ongoing review of the 
bond purchases might 
lead the policy committee 
to slow or end its purchases 
“before it judged that o 
substantial improvement 
in the outlook for the labor 
market has occurred.” 

In the end, the Fed voted 
11-1 last month to keep 
its bond-buying program 


MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press. NEW 
ORLEANS (AP) — The U.S. 

Justice Department and 
the five Gulf coast states 
affected by o massive os- 
pill nearly three years ago 
hove indicated they would 
like to settle their environ¬ 
mental and economic 
claims with BP PLC ahead 
of o trial scheduled to start 
next week. The problem 
is that they haven't been 
able to agree on the possi¬ 
ble terms of such on ogree- 


open-ended and of the 
some size. It said in o state¬ 
ment that the purchases 
would continue until the 
job market improved sub¬ 
stantially. The bond pur¬ 
chases ore intended to 
keep interest rotes down to 
encourage borrowing and 
spending. 

Still, the January minutes 


suggested that the discus¬ 
sion over the risks from the 
bond buying was more ex¬ 
tensive than at the Fed's 
December meeting. Min¬ 
utes of the December 
meeting hod also pointed 
to divisions among Fed of¬ 
ficials over how long the 
purchases should contin- 


ment. Months of negotia¬ 
tions hove failed to resolve 
lingering differences — not 
just with the London-based 
oil giant, but among them¬ 
selves. The Justice Depart¬ 
ment convened o meet¬ 
ing with Gulf Goost state 
officials in Washington late 
lost week in on effort to 
hammer out on offer to 
resolve the outstanding 
civil claims, but on agree¬ 
ment wasn't reached, 
said o person familiar with 
the negotiations. The per- 


ue. The debate within the 
Fed has fed speculation 
that the bond purchases 
might be scaled bock or 
ended altogether this year. 
Stock prices fell after the 
release of the minutes. The 
Dow Jones industrial over¬ 
age closed down more 
than 100 points. Before 
the release of the minutes. 


the Dow hod been down 
only about 25 points. The 
prospect of higher interest 
rotes could hurt corporate 
profits and stock prices 
over time. 

The value of the dollar rose 
against other major cur¬ 
rencies. Traders anticipat¬ 
ed that U.S. interest rotes 


son spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the 
discussions were confiden¬ 
tial. Alabama Gov. Robert 
Bentley said reaching o 
settlement that satisfies oil 
states' competing inter¬ 
ests has been difficult. “We 
just wont to moke sure we 
get our fair shore," he said. 
“We hod more economic 
damage than probably 
any state because of the 
loss of oil the tourism we 
hod in 2010. So it's very 
important that the people 


could rise, and potentially 
strengthen the dollar, if the 
Fed curtailed its bond buy¬ 
ing program. 

The minutes showed that 
“several participants” 
thought the Fed should be 
ready to vary the pace of 
its purchases os it adjusts 
its view of the economy or 
the benefits and costs of 
the purchases. The policy¬ 
makers asked Fed staffers 
to provide o deeper analy¬ 
sis at upcoming meetings 
of the issues raised in the 
discussion. 

Private economists 

seemed divided Wednes¬ 
day over how to interpret 
the debate described in 
the Fed's minutes. 

Some pointed to the 
Fed's lopsided 11-1 vote 
last month for the current 
level of bond purchases 
as a sign that Chairman 
Ben Bernanke commands 
a large majority for keep¬ 
ing the monthly purchases 
at $85 billion until the job 
market strengthens signifi¬ 
cantly. 

Other analysts said the ex¬ 
tensive discussion of the 
purchases at last month's 
policy meeting signaled ris¬ 
ing concern about the risks 
of continuing the bond¬ 
buying program.^ 


of Alabama are compen¬ 
sated for the losses related 
to the oil spill." An 11th- 
hour settlement still could 
be reached before the 
trial starts Monday — or 
even after it has begun — 
but it is not surprising that 
a deal has proved elusive 
thus far in such a complex 
case, said David Uhlmann, 
a University of Michigan 
law professor and former 
chief of the Justice De¬ 
partment's environmental 
crimes section.^ 


Ban on large, 
sugary drinks 
looms in NYC 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — New 

York City's first-in-the-U.S. 
ban on large, sugary drinks 
will take effect in three 
weeks — unless a judge 
agrees with a challenge 
from beverage makers and 
sellers. A Manhattan state 
Supreme Court justice on 
Wednesday didn't imme¬ 
diately rule or say when he 
would. The large drink ban 
that takes effect March 12 
is the latest effort by Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg to fight 
obesity and nudge resi¬ 
dents into healthier ways. 
Some critics say that's too 
much meddling in their 
personal habits. The na¬ 
tional beverage industry 
and restaurant and the¬ 
ater associations say busi¬ 
nesses could end up wast¬ 
ing money complying with 
the regulation if a court 
ultimately throws it out. 
“What's the rush?" asked 
Steven Molo, a lawyer for 
groups representing Kore- 
an-American deli owners 
and Hispanic-owned eat¬ 
eries. The city says there's 
no time to waste in trim¬ 
ming in health problems 
and hospital bills. The re¬ 
striction “will have signifi¬ 
cant public health effects, 
and the sooner that hap¬ 
pens, the better," city law¬ 
yer Mark W. Muschenheim 
told the judge. The city 
Board of Health agreed in 
September to ban restau¬ 
rants, delis, movie theaters 
and many other eater¬ 
ies from selling high-sugar 
drinks in cups or contain¬ 
ers bigger than 16 ounces 
(450 grams). City official 
cite studies that suggest 
sugary drinks are a driving 
factor in the nation's grow¬ 
ing obesity problem and 
say the restriction will help 
with portion control.Q 


BP settlement remains elusive as trial nears 



Ben Bernanke, chairman of the Federal Reserve, testifies in 
Washington. (Doug Mills/The New York Times) 
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Married women contributing 
more to U.S. family earnings 


Community asking ‘where is everybody? 

had been cut in half. “It'll 


Katie Johnston 
© The New York Times 

Candace Keshwar of Ja¬ 
maica Plain was a stay-at- 
home-mother until her hus¬ 
band's construction busi¬ 
ness went under in 2009. 
She has supported her 
family ever since. 

At one point, her husband 
got a job stocking shelves 
at Home Depot, but it 
did not lost because "we 
couldn't afford for bofh 
of us fo be working and 
pay for child care," said 
Keshwar, 44, who mokes 
$40,000 a year af fhe Bos- 
fon Healfh Care for fhe 
Homeless Program. 
Keshwar, whose husband 
recenfly sfarfed working 
nighfs as a housekeeping 
manager, is among fhe 
many women who were 
fhrusf info fhe role of family 
breadwinner during fhe losf 
recession, which hif men 
disproporfionofely hard os 
male-dominafed indusfries 
such as consfruefion and 
manufaefuring susfained 
massive job losses. 

While women's porfion of 
household earnings has 
risen sfeodily over fhe pasf 
fwo decades, fheir share 
of family income hod fhe 
biggesf one-year increase 
in nearly a quarfer cenfury 
befween 2008 and 2009 - 
fhe worsf of fhe recession 
- according fo a reporf by 
fhe Carsey Insfifufe af fhe 
Universify of New Hamp¬ 
shire. 

Working wives now oc- 
counf for 47 percenf of 
household earnings, up 
from 38 percenf in 1988, 
while husband's confribu- 
fions hove dropped fo 53 


percenf from 62 percenf, 
said fhe sfudy's oufhor, Kris- 
fin Smifh, a family demog¬ 
rapher who used census 
dofa fo compare earnings 
of employed married wom¬ 
en wifh fhose of oil married 
men, including fhose who 
were ouf of work. 

Women's confribufions fo 
family incomes hove his- 
foricolly risen during reces¬ 
sions, as men lose jobs and 
women become primary 
breadwinners, Smifh said. 
Those earnings fend fo 
remain higher even offer 
husbands refurn fo work, os 
families fry fo moke up for 
diminished bonk occounfs 
and ofher financial losses. 
Coiflin LoCoscio-King, o 
lawyer in Auburn, Maine, 
quif her job in 2011 offer 
she had o baby and sfarf¬ 
ed o porf-fime solo prac- 
fice. Buf she ramped up 
her hours lasf year when 
her family's healfh care 
cosfs increased and her 
husband's pay raises were 
nof keeping up wifh fhe 
cosf of living. 

"My plan was jusf fo bring 
in o liffle money fo help 
my family," sold LoCascio- 
King, 28, who has o 2-year- 
old and o 9-monfh-old and 
frodes off child care du¬ 
ties wifh her husband, who 
works nighfs. "If has grown 
much bigger fhon fhof in 
large porf because of fhe 
economy." 

LoCoscio-King esfimofes 
she will be fhe main bread¬ 
winner fhis year, and fhof is 
jusf fine wifh her husband, 
a police officer in Porfland: 
"My husband is fhrilled wifh 
my new nickname. Sugar 
Mama."Q 


CARA BUCKLEY 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - There weren'f 
enough people in Red 
Hook, residenfs said fo one 
onofher in worried fones. 
The Brooklyn neighbor¬ 
hood felf lonely. Dwellers 
in fhe garden oporfmenfs 
along Pioneer Sfreef, which 
fook on abouf 8 feef of wa¬ 
fer during Hurricane Sandy, 
were long gone. Dog walk¬ 
ers' clienfs had moved, 
faking fheir canine charg¬ 
es wifh fhem. Af leosf one 
resfouronf was having frou- 
ble finding enough workers 


fo reopen. Demand from 
would-be homebuyers hod 
ebbed. “If's like, deserfed. 
If has kind of o sad feeling,” 
said Tom Lisenbee, 74, a 
wrifer and refired frumpef- 
er wifh fhe New York Cify 
Opera, who has lived in 
fhe horborside communify 
for nearly 30 years. He esfi- 
mofed fhof fhe number of 
people living on his block 


be many years before if 
gefs bock fo where if was.” 
Lisenbee owns fwo row 
houses on fhe elegonfly 
oppoinfed Pioneer Sfreef, 
and fhe garden levels of 
bofh were washed fo ruin 
by fhe sform. There had 
been a fenanf living in 
one of fhe oporfmenfs, buf 
Lisenbee, nervous obouf 
possible flooding, per¬ 
suaded him fo leave fhree 
monfhs before Hurricane 
Sandy hif. He said he would 
nof lease fhe oporfmenf os 
o seporofe dwelling again. 


“Affer Irene, I said, you're 
ouf of your skull if you 
wanf fo live fhere,” said 
Lisenbee, referring fo fhe 
2011 sform fhof largely by¬ 
passed New York Cify, buf 
still broughf floods. “I could 
nof in conscience puf any¬ 
one fhere.” 

A cloud of fear hongs over 
fhe neighborhood, o fear 
fhof Red Hook - o place of 


pioneers and craffspeople 
who were arfisanol before 
fhe word wenf moinsfreom, 
and who rewarded peo¬ 
ple who venfured fo fhe 
neighborhood wifh greof 
food, drink and song - hod 
losf some of ifs desirobilify 
because of fhe sform. Eva 
Zurek, o real esfofe bro¬ 
ker in fhe area, said fhof 
prospective buyers asked 
whefher fhe house she was 
showing had been flood¬ 
ed, or wonder aloud if if 
would need upgrading, or 
whefher if would be hif wifh 
high flood foxes. “Lofs of 
speculofion!” 
she wrofe in on 
email. 

Carol Wesf, 45, 
o dog walker 
who spenf 10 
years building 
up her busi¬ 
ness, said her 
clienf base 
has been cuf 
in half. She is 
considering 
going bock fo 
school fo seek 
ouf on alfer- 
nofe career. 

“I can'f sup- 
porf my fam¬ 
ily on fhis,” she 
said, “I don'f 
hove if in me 
anymore.” 
Lisenbee's 
wife, Sharon Poige-Lisen- 
bee, prediefs fhof fhe 
neighborhood will indeed 
rebound. The sform was 
a sefback, she said, buf if 
also rekindled fhe area's 
survivolisf spirif. 

“There's o spunkiness 
obouf people who live 
here,” she said. “I olmosf 
fhink if's going fo be bigger 
and beffer fhon before. ”□ 



Carol West, a dog walker who soys her client base has been cut in half after 
Hurricane Sandy, in New York, Feb. 18, 2013. While some in Red Hook, the 
neighborhood in the Brooklyn borough of New York, remain optimistic, others 
worry that people might not return otter Sandy forced them out. 

(Fred R. Conrod/The New York Times) 
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Egypt’s military signals impatience 


Russia, Arab League offer fo 
broker negotiations for Syria 


HAMZA HENDAWi 
Associated Press 
CAiRO (AP) — Egypt’s 
powerful military is show¬ 
ing signs of growing impa¬ 
tience with the country's 
Islamist leaders, indirectly 
criticizing their policies and 
issuing thinly veiled threats 
that it might seize power 
again. 

The tension is raising the 
specter of another military 
intervention much like the 


one in 2011, when gener¬ 
als replaced longtime au¬ 
thoritarian leader Hosni 
Mubarak after they sided 
with anti-regime protesters 
in their 18-day popular up¬ 
rising. 

The strains come at a time 
when many Egyptians are 
despairing of an imminent 
end to the crippling politi¬ 
cal impasse between Presi¬ 
dent Mohammed Morsi 
and his Muslim Brotherhood 
group on one side, and the 
mostly secular and liberal 
opposition on the other. 
The tug of war between the 
two camps is being waged 


against a grim backdrop 
of spreading unrest, rising 
crime and a worsening 
economy. 

“In essence, the military 
will not allow national sta¬ 
bility or its own institutional 
privileges to come under 
threat from a breakdown 
in Egypt’s social fabric or 
o brood-based civil strife,” 
said Michael W. Hanna, on 
Egypt expert from the New 
York-based Century Foun¬ 


dation. 

“This is not an ideological 
army or one that seeks to 
destabilize civilian gover¬ 
nance. ... But it is also not 
an army that will sit by while 
the country reaches the 
tipping point on the path 
to civil strife.” 

The latest friction began 
when o rumor circulated 
that Morsi planned to re¬ 
place Gen. Abdel-Fattah 
el-Sissi, his defense minister 
and the army chief, be¬ 
cause of his resistance to 
bringing the military under 
the sway of the Brother- 
hood-dominated govern¬ 


ment. 

El-Sissi may have angered 
Morsi last month when 
he signaled the military’s 
readiness to step in, warn¬ 
ing that the state would 
collapse if no solution was 
found to the political crisis. 
Pointedly, he also spoke of 
how the military faces a di¬ 
lemma in marrying the task 
of protecting state instal¬ 
lations in restive locations 
with its resolve not to harm 


peaceful protesters. 

In another provoca¬ 
tive comment earlier this 
month, el-Sissi was quoted 
as saying he would never 
allow the armed forces 
to be dominated by the 
Brotherhood, or any other 
group, stressing the mili¬ 
tary’s national identity. 

A Brotherhood spokesman, 
Yasser Mehrez, dismissed 
claims that the group 
sought to bring the military 
under its sway. “This is old 
talk that has been repeat¬ 
ed over and over again,” 
he said. □ 


ALBERT AJI 
RYAN LUCAS 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) 
— Russia and the Arab 
League proposed Wednes¬ 
day to broker talks be¬ 
tween the Syrian opposi¬ 
tion and President Bashar 
Assad’s regime to try to 
resolve the country’s civil 
war, while a government 
airstrike on a rebellious 
Damascus suburb killed at 
least 20 people. 

The 23-month-old con¬ 
flict in Syria, which has 
killed more than 70,000 
people and laid waste to 
the country’s cities, has 
repeatedly defied interna¬ 
tional efforts to bring the 
parties together to end the 
bloodshed. Wednesday’s 
offer from Moscow, one of 
Assad’s closest allies, sug¬ 
gested the regime could 
be warming to the idea of 
o settlement os it struggles 
to hold territory and clow 
bock ground it has lost. 
Russian Foreign Minister Ser¬ 
gey Lavrov said the Kremlin 
and the Arab League ore 
attempting to establish di¬ 
rect contact between the 
Syrian regime and the op¬ 
position. 

Sitting down at the negoti¬ 
ating table is the only way 
to end the conflict without 
irreparably damaging Syr¬ 
ia, he said. 

“Neitherside can allowitself 
to rely on a military solution 
to the conflict, because it’s 
a road to nowhere, o rood 
to mutual destruction of 
the people,” Lavrov said in 
Moscow, where he hosted 
league officials and several 
Arab foreign ministers. 

Both Lavrov and Arab 


League General Secretary 
Nobil Elaraby sold their 
main priority was creating 
a transitional government 
in Syria to navigate a way 
out of the conflict. 

No conditions for the Syrian 
negotiations hove been 
set. Lavrov said both sides’ 
readiness to begin talks 
was “the most important 
thing.” 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Walid al-Moallem will lead 
a delegation to Moscow 
on Monday, and Russia is 
expecting o visit in March 
from the opposition Syrian 
Notional Coalition leader, 
Mouoz ol-Khotib. 

Al-Khotib has said he is 
open to talks with the re¬ 
gime that could pave the 
way for Assad’s departure, 
but that the Syrian leader 
must first release tens of 
thousands of detainees. 
The government has re¬ 
fused. 

Russia’s proposal Wednes¬ 
day got a cool reception 
from the opposition. 

“We cannot agree to 
that,” said Abdelboset Sie- 
do, o senior member of the 
Syrian Notional Coalition. 
“Assad and his group must 
go first. After that we con 
discuss with others in the 
regime who didn’t shore in 
the killing of our people.” 
Still, Wednesday’s proposal 
was notable because it 
emanated from Russia — 
Assad’s chief advocate 
on the international stage. 
It is unlikely that Moscow 
would publicly propose 
to host talks without hav¬ 
ing first secured Damas¬ 
cus’ word that it would 
indeed sit down with the 
opposition.G 



Egyptian army soldiers stand guard in Cairo, Egypt. Egypt’s powerful military is showing signs of 
growing impatience with the country’s Islamist leaders, criticizing their policies and issuing thinly- 
veiled threats that it might seize power again. 

(AP Photo/Petr David Josek) 
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Bolivia leader unable to visit Chavez at hospital 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Bolivian President 
Evo Morales said Wednes¬ 
day that he was unable 
to meet with his triend and 
ally Hugo Chavez when he 
came to the military hospi¬ 
tal in Caracas where the 
Venezuelan president is un¬ 
dergoing unspecified can¬ 
cer treatment. 

Morales had arrived at the 
hospital on Tuesday night 
along with Vice President 
Nicolas Maduro in a con¬ 
voy of vehicles escorted by 
troops on motorcycles, and 
the Bolivian leader left later 
on without speaking to jour¬ 
nalists who were waiting 
outside the hospital. 

“I tried to visit yesterday. 
I talked with his doctors... 
but he’s still in treatment," 
Morales said at a news 
conference at the United 
Nations. “I hope that soon 
my brother Chavez is lead¬ 
ing the Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela.” 

Morales said that Chavez 
has been going through 
“the most difficult moments 
in his life” and is still facing 
serious health problems. 
But he also said that he met 


with Chavez's family at the 
hospital, and “my under¬ 
standing is that they are 
very encouraged.” 

“Now that he’s returned to 
Caracas it’s a great relief,” 
Morales said. 

Chavez’s return to Ven¬ 
ezuela from Cuba was an¬ 
nounced by the govern¬ 
ment on Monday after a 
10-week stay on the island 
during which he underwent 
a fourth cancer-related 
surgery and treatment for 
complications including a 
severe respiratory infection. 
The government hasn’t 
released any images of 
the president since his re¬ 
turn, and Chavez’s long 
absence from public view 
has been stirring renewed 
speculation about a pos¬ 
sible new presidential elec¬ 
tion if his illness eventu¬ 
ally forces him to relinquish 
power. Chavez hasn’t spo¬ 
ken publicly since before 
his Dec. 11 surgery. 

In Venezuela on Wednes¬ 
day, Maduro spoke on 
television about the jubila¬ 
tion among Chavez’s sup¬ 
porters who celebrated his 
arrival in the streets. 
“Venezuela is filled with 
love and happiness be¬ 
cause we have command¬ 


er Hugo Chavez Frias here 
in our homeland," Madu¬ 
ro said. He recalled that 
Chavez had personally told 
his government officials in 
Havana that it was time for 
him to return home to con¬ 
tinue his “complementary 


treatments” in Venezuela. 

It remains unclear what 
treatments Chavez is cur¬ 
rently receiving, though 
medical experts soy it 
could be more chemother¬ 
apy or other sorts of drug 
treatments, depending on 
the type of pelvic cancer 
he is fighting. 


His supporters hove been 
showing their support writ¬ 
ing celebratory slogans on 
the windows of buses and 
cars in Caracas, such os 
“Chavez is olive” and “He’s 
bock.” The Venezuelan 
government also sought to 


buttress the official stance 
that Chavez remains in 
charge by issuing a state¬ 
ment strongly criticizing the 
U.S. State Department for 
a spokeswoman’s remarks 
about a possible transition 
in the country. 

The Venezuelan govern¬ 
ment said the comments 


by State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nu- 
lond “constitute a new and 
rude interference by the 
government in Washing¬ 
ton in the internal affairs of 
Venezuela.” 

Nulond referred to the pos¬ 
sibility of a new presiden¬ 
tial election in Venezuela 
when asked on Tuesday 
about Chavez’s return from 
Cuba. 

“It is obviously a matter for 
Venezuelans to decide 
how the transition is going 
to take place,” Nulond told 
reporters in Washington. 
“Should President Chavez 
become permanently un¬ 
available to serve, our 
understanding is that the 
Venezuelan Constitution 
requires that there be an 
election to seek a new 
president." She said the U.S. 
government “would hope 
that that election would 
be free and fair and bal¬ 
anced.” Chavez’s govern¬ 
ment said Nulond’s state¬ 
ments “hove generated 
deep indignation among 
the Venezuelan people." It 
said that “the only transition 
being proposed is the tran¬ 
sition toward Bolivarian so¬ 
cialism” being pursued by 
Chavez’s government.Q 



Venezuela's Vice President Nicoias Maduro, left, smiles during 
a meeting with Bolivia's President Evo Morales in Caracas, Ven¬ 
ezuela. Morales said Wednesday that he was unable to meet 
with Chavez at the military hospital in Caracas. 

(AP Photo/MPO) 


Report: Mexico disappearances constitute ‘crisis’ 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — A Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch report 
released Wednesday calls 
Mexico’s anti-drug offen¬ 
sive “disastrous” and cites 
249 coses of disappear¬ 
ances, most of which show 
evidence of having been 
carried out by the military 
or low enforcement. 

The report soys the en¬ 
forced disappearances fol¬ 
low a pattern in which se¬ 
curity forces detain people 
without warrants at check¬ 
points, homes or work¬ 
places, or in public. When 


victims’ families ask about 
their relatives, security 
forces deny the detentions 
or instruct them to look for 
their loved ones at police 
stations or army bases. 
Human Rights Watch criti¬ 
cizes former President Fe¬ 
lipe Calderon for ignoring 
the problem, calling it “the 
most severe crisis of en¬ 
forced disappearances in 
Latin America in decades.” 
While the report acknowl¬ 
edges that current Presi¬ 
dent Enrique Pena Nieto in¬ 
herited the problem, it says 


he should act urgently “in 
cases where people have 
been taken against their 
will and their tote is still un¬ 
known." Mexico’s Interior 
Department, which over¬ 
sees domestic security, de¬ 
clined to moke on imme¬ 
diate comment about the 
report. A civic organization 
released a data base late 
lost year that it said con¬ 
tained official information 
on more than 20,000 peo¬ 
ple who hod gone missing 
in Mexico over the previous 
six years. □ 



A mother hold a photograph of her disappeared child during a 
Moss at the Basilica of Guadalupe in Mexico City. 

(AP PhotoMarco Ugarte) 
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Police offer confusing testimony in Pistorius cose 


JON GAMBRELL 
GERALD IMRAY 
Associated Press 
PRETORIA, South Africa (AP) 

— The detective leading 
the police investigation 
into Oscar Pistorius' total 
shooting of his girlfriend of¬ 
fered confusing testimony 
Wednesday, of one point 
agreeing with the athlete's 
defense that officers hod 
no evidence challenging 
the runner's claim he acci¬ 
dentally killed her. 

Testimony by Detective 
Warrant Officer Hilton Bo¬ 
tha of the South African 
Police Service left prosecu¬ 
tors rubbing their temples. 


only able to look down of 
their notes os he misjudged 
distances and acknowl¬ 
edged o forensics team 
left in the toilet bowl one of 
the bullet slugs fired at Re- 
evo Steenkomp. However, 
Botha still poked holes in 
Pistorius' own account that 
he feared for his life and 
opened fire on Valentine's 
Day otter mistaking Steen- 
komp for on intruder. 

The second day of the boil 
hearing in o cose that has 
riveted South Africa and 
much of the world ap¬ 
peared of first to go against 
the double-amputee run¬ 
ner, with prosecutors say¬ 
ing o witness can testify to 


hearing “non-stop talking, 
like shouting" between 2 
o.m. and 3 o.m. before the 
predawn shooting on Feb. 
14. 

However, Botha later said 
under cross examination 
that the person who over¬ 
heard the argument was in 


o house 600 meters (yards) 
away in Pistorius' gated 
community in the suburbs 
of South Africa's capital, 
Pretoria. 

Later, prosecutor Gerrie Nel 
questioned Botha again 


and the detective ac¬ 
knowledged the distance 
was much closer. But con¬ 
fusion reigned for much of 
his testimony, when at one 
point Botha said officers 
found syringes and steroids 
in Pistorius' bedroom. Nel 
quickly cut the officer off 


and said the drugs were 
actually testosterone. 
Pistorius' lead defense 
lawyer, Barry Roux, assert¬ 
ed when questioning the 
detective — who has 16 
years' experience os o de¬ 


tective and 24 years with 
the police — that it was not 
o banned substance and 
that police were trying to 
give the discovery o “neg¬ 
ative connotation." 

“It is on herbal remedy," 
Roux said. “It is not a steroid 
and it is not a banned sub¬ 
stance." 

The name of the drug, of¬ 
fered later in court by Roux, 
could not be immediately 
found in reference materi¬ 
als by The Associated Press. 
A spokesman for prosecu¬ 
tors later said it's too early 
to know what the sub¬ 
stance is, as they don’t yet 
hove results of forensic test¬ 
ing on the material. 
Pistorius, 26, said in on affi¬ 
davit read in court Tuesday 
that he and his 29-year-old 
girlfriend hod gone to bed 
and that when he awoke 
during the night he detect¬ 
ed what he thought was on 
intruder in the bathroom. 
He testified that he grabbed 
his 9 mm pistol and fired 
into the door of o toilet en¬ 
closed in the bathroom, 
only to discover later to his 
horror that Steenkomp was 
there, mortally wounded.Q 


Ipecial 

First Course 

CAJUN BEEF SALAD 

tossed with olives, onions, paprika and ehili sauee 
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 
with a pink yoghurt cocktail sauce 
ESCARGOT A LA CREME 
creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 



Investigating officer Hilton Botha, sits inside the court witness box 
during the Oscar Pistorius boil hearing at the magistrate court in 
Pretoria, South Africa, Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Themba Hadebe) 
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P/PERSON 


SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

STEAK DIANE 

, with sauteed mushrooms tomatoes and herbs 
PICCATA MILANAISE 
served on a bed of pasta with parmesan 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
PLAIN OR STUFFED GROUPER 
stuffed with seafood thermidor 


Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
PINEAPPLE SOUFFLE 
ICE CREAM 


FOR RESERVATION LA 583-8899 

l.G. Smith BlvG. 160 near the townse Motets 



Cyprus suspect says he’s in Hezbollah 


AA. HADJICOSTIS 
Associated Press 
NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A 

man being tried on allega¬ 
tions he planned attacks 
on Israeli tourists in Cy¬ 
prus has admitted being 
o member of the militant 
group Hezbollah and stak¬ 
ing out locations that such 
visitors frequent, his lawyer 
sold Wednesday. 

Hossom Taleb Yoocoub's 
admissions follow accusa¬ 
tions that the Lebanon- 


based Hezbollah was be¬ 
hind o bombing in Bulgaria 
that killed five Israeli tourists. 
Authorities here hove been 
reluctant to link the Cyprus 
cose to the attack in Bul¬ 
garia, but both hove fed 
concerns about militant 
activity in Europe. 

Lawyer Antonis Georgio- 
des noted that Yoocoub, 
who is Swedish and Leba¬ 
nese, told a Cyprus court 
that he came to this coun¬ 
try on business with no plan 


to harm anyone. But Yoa- 
coub, 24, also admitted 
that on unidentified man 
in Lebanon, where Hezbol¬ 
lah is based, gave him the 
“mission" of recording flight 
arrivals and bus routes of Is¬ 
raeli tourists and checking 
out o hospital parking lot. 
Cyprus police arrested 
Yoocoub lost July, several 
days before the bombing 
that killed the five Israeli 
tourists and o Bulgarian bus 
driver.Q 
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Greece’s weakened workforce starts to crack 


DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Looking out across a room 
full of reporters gathered to 
welcome French President 
Francois Hollande on Tues¬ 
day, Greece's President 
Karolos Papoulias gave a 
stark warning about the 
state of the country after 
three harsh years of gov¬ 
ernment spending cuts, 
joblessness and tax hikes. 
“We are faced with a soci¬ 
etal explosion if any more 
pressure is put on society,” 
he said. 

In spite of Greece receiv¬ 
ing much-needed bailout 
loans, life seems to be get¬ 
ting worse for ordinary peo¬ 
ple. 

Not only are Greece's 1.35 
million unemployed unable 
to make ends meet, but a 
growing number of those in 
work are struggling as more 
and more companies can 
no longer make regular sal¬ 
ary payments. As well find¬ 
ing it harder to feed, heat 
and clothe themselves and 
their families, Greek workers 
also have to pay increas¬ 
ingly hefty taxes the gov¬ 
ernment is relying on to turn 
the economy around. 
Greece's trade union or¬ 
ganization, the GSEE, or¬ 
ganized a general strike 
Wednesday to protest a 
new series of austerity mea¬ 
sures. It warns that the labor 
force — which includes a 


large public sector — has 
been too badly weakened 
to help the battered coun¬ 
try recover. 

Union and indepen¬ 
dent analysts are worried 
Greece will face further 
years of economic struggle 
and protest as too many 
demands are placed on a 
shrinking workforce. 


Since it was priced out of 
the international debt mar¬ 
kets in 2010, Greece has 
relied on emergency loans 
from other eurozone coun¬ 
tries and the International 
Monetary Fund. 

To continue receiving these 
loans, the Greek coalition 
government has had to 
agree to harsh spending 


cuts and tax hikes to try 
and lower public debt. 
These measures, however, 
have also put the brakes on 
Greece's economy and hit 
ordinary Greeks hard. 

“The government is thus 
caught between a rock 
and a hard place, trying to 
balance the demands of its 


domestic and foreign audi¬ 
ences,” said Martin Koeh- 
ring, Greece Analyst at The 
Economist Intelligence Unit. 
“We expect political risk 

— social unrest and the in¬ 
stability of the fragile three- 
party government coalition 

— to remain a major focal 
point in Greece this year.” 
The country, of nearly 11 



Unemployed worker Maria Kanga chants slogans using a loud¬ 
speaker during a protest in central Athens. Researchers from 
Greece’s largest labor union, the GSEE, say the country's three- 
year crisis has left nearly two-thirds of private sector employees 
without receiving their regular salaries. 

(AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris) 


Venezuela condemns Washington ‘meddling’ 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela's govern¬ 
ment is criticizing the U.S. 
State Department for com¬ 
ments about a possible 
transition in the country, 
calling a spokeswoman's 
remarks an attempt by 
Washington to meddle in 
Venezuela's affairs. 

U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Victoria Nu- 


land referred to the pos¬ 
sibility of a new presiden¬ 
tial election in Venezuela 
when asked on Tuesday 
about ailing President 
Hugo Chavez's return from 
Cuba. 

Nuland noted that if 
Chavez should “become 
permanently unavailable 
to serve, our understand¬ 
ing is that the Venezuelan 


Constitution requires that 
there be an election to 
seek a new president.” 

Chavez’s government said 
in a statement on Wednes¬ 
day that her comments 
“constitute a new and 
rude interference by the 
government in Washing¬ 
ton in the internal affairs of 
Venezuela. ”□ 


million people, is stuck in a 
five-year recession. Greece 
now has the highest un¬ 
employment rate in the 
17-strong group of Europe¬ 
an Union countries that use 
the euro, with 27 percent 
out of work — 60 percent 
of those aged under 24. 
The government-funded 
research institute KEPE has 
forecast that unemploy¬ 
ment will hit 30 percent this 
year. 

The crisis has left 450,000 
households with no one 
working, while a one-year 
limit on unemployment 
benefits — and strict rules 
to qualify for them — mean 
just 225,000 jobless Greeks 
are currently receiving 
monthly state assistance. 
According to government 
data analyzed by the GSEE, 
3.6 million people out of a 


population of 11 million are 
working, with 1.6 million em¬ 
ployed by private-sector 
companies — that's down 
from around 2.5 million be¬ 
fore the crisis broke in 2010. 
Early signs from 2013, sug¬ 
gest high taxes may be 
backfiring: January reve¬ 
nues sank €572 million ($765 
million) from last year’s fig¬ 
ure to €4.42 billion ($5.91 
billion), despite a raft of 
additional demands on tax 
payers. 

When contacted by the 
Associated Press, officials 
the government’s pow¬ 
erful new Department of 
Public Revenue refused to 
confirm widespread local 
media reports that 2.5 mil¬ 
lion tax payers will be sent 
notices starting next month 
demanding overdue 

payments.Q 
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Quinoa boom stresses Bolivia highlands 


PAOLA FLORES 

Associated Press 

LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — The 

growing global demand 
far quinaa by health faod 
enthusiasts isn't just raising 
prices far the Andean “su¬ 
per grain” and living stan¬ 
dards among Bolivian farm¬ 
ers. Quinoa fever is running 
up against physical limits. 
The scramble to grow more 
is prompting Bolivian farm¬ 
ers ta abandon traditional 
land management practic¬ 
es, endangering the fragile 
ecasystem at the arid high¬ 
lands, agranomists say. 
Quinoa currently fetches as 
much as $3,200 a ton, up 
nearly threefold from five 
years ago — a surge fed by 
“foodies” making quinoa 
a hot health-food product 
based on its high content 
of protein and amina ac¬ 
ids. It’s aisc gluten free. 

Though used like a grain, 
quinoa is actually an ed¬ 
ible seed. 

The United Natians has des¬ 
ignated 2013 as the Inter¬ 
national Year of Quinoa, 
and Bolivian President Evo 
Morales planned to be 
at a special session of the 
world body in New York 
on Wednesday alang with 
Peru’s first lady, Nadine He¬ 
redia, to celebrate. Their 
cauntries are the world’s 
two biggest producers. 
Quinoa has been culti¬ 
vated in the Andean high¬ 
lands since at least 3000 
B.C., growing natively from 
Chile north to Colombia. It 
grows best at high altitudes 
in climates with cool days 
and even caoler nights. 

In December, Mcrales 
mcunted a tractcr and 
plowed furrows into the soil 
of his highlands hometawn. 


Orinoca, to promote qui¬ 
noa as sawing season got 
under way. Tawnspeaple 
sacrificed a llama to ask 
Pachamama, ar Mother 
Earth, far a goad harvest. 
But last week, Marales was 
out chastising farmers for 
having planted quinoa in 
pastures where llamas tra¬ 
ditionally graze. Without the 
llamas’ manure, little would 
grow in the arid highlands 
mare than twa miles (three 


kilometers) high where the 
most prized variety at qui¬ 
noa ariginates. 

“Quinoa gaes hand in 
hand with the natural fer¬ 
tilizer that llamas praduce 
and there must be a nutri¬ 
tional crossing between the 
two,” said Rossmary Jaldin, 
an expert in the crop. 
Bolivia’s deputy minister of 
rural development, Victor 
Hugo Vasquez, said 30 per¬ 
cent at his country's 70,000 
quinoa praducers are now 
children of peasants wha 
left the farm but have been 
drawn back by high qui¬ 


noa prices. 

He and the president af 
Balivia's National Associa¬ 
tion of Quinoa Praducers, 
Juan Crispin, say many at 
the growers don’t follow 
traditional farming meth¬ 
ods and are depleting soils 
because they don’t rotate 
crops. 

“We’re not going to work 
with them,” said Vasquez. 
“We are not going to help 
them.” 


Morales’ government de¬ 
clared guinea a strategic 
priority two years ago and 
has since disbursed $10 mil- 
lien in credits far increas¬ 
ing yields to cash in on the 
boom. 

The country’s quinoa crop 
expanded from 240 square 
miles (63,000 hectares) in 
2009 to 400 square miles 
(104,000 hectares) last 
year, when it produced a 
total of 58,000 metric tons, 
according to the Rural De¬ 
velopment Ministry. 

That is more than 40 times 
the productian in 2000. 


The United States imports 
52 percent of Bolivian qui¬ 
noa while 24 percent gees 
to Europe, where France 
and the Netherlands are 
big buyers. 

Peru, meantime, raised its 
production to 43,640 metric 
tons last year from 29,640 
tons in 2009 and exported 
$30 million worth, up 20 
percent from the previous 
year. 

Their gains have caught 
the attentian of potential 
campetitors. Farmers are 
beginning to plant quinoa 
in ather countries, including 
Canada, Australia, China, 
India and Paraguay. A few 
thousand acres are har¬ 
vested in a highland valley 
of the U.S. state of Colora¬ 
do and also in Minnesota. 
Bolivian farmers are com¬ 
plaining to their govern¬ 
ment that they need har¬ 
vesting machinery since 
most of their quinoa is har¬ 
vested by hand. 

Morales’ administration has 
invited South Korean engi¬ 
neers to design the desired 
machines. 

Duane Johnson, a former 
Colorado state agronomist 
who helped introduce qui¬ 
noa ta the United States 
three decades aga, said 
quinoa can be commer¬ 
cially planted and harvest¬ 
ed just like grain. 

“It’s just the size of millet,” 
said Johnson, who now 
lives in Bigfork, Montana. “I 
think the problem you get 
into in South America is get¬ 
ting enough land to justify 
a combine."When he was 
grawing quinaa in the late 
1980s, the United States ac- 
caunted for 37 percent of 
the world’s quinoa crap, 
Johnson said. □ 


CARIBBEAN BRIEFS 

NNP party wins 
parliamentary 
vote in Grenada 

ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada 
(AP)-A former prime min¬ 
ister of Grenada is return¬ 
ing to power on the east¬ 
ern Caribbean island after 
his party won all 15 constit¬ 
uencies in parliamentary 
elections. Keith Mitchell’s 
New National Party de¬ 
feated the National Dem¬ 
ocratic Congress of outgo¬ 
ing leader Tillman Thomas 
in Tuesday’s vote. 

Thomas had served as 
prime minister since 2008. 
Elections supervisor Judy 
Benoit says preliminary 
results show the NNP re¬ 
ceived more than 31,000 
votes and the NDC mare 
than 20,000. 

St. Lucia buying 
Petrocaribe oil 
from Venezuela 

CASTRIES, St. Lucia (AP) — 

The Caribbean island of St. 
Lucia will buy oil through a 
Venezuelan program that 
offers fuel at preferential 
terms. Prime Minister Kenny 
Anthony says the Petroca¬ 
ribe program will allow his 
administration to manage 
and stabilize petroleum 
prices. He said in a state¬ 
ment Tuesday that the is¬ 
land would start buying oil 
by end of March. St. Lucia 
is ane af Petrocaribe's 18 
member natians, but it 
previously obtained its fuel 
from energy-rich Trinidad. 
Qpposition Leader Ste- 
phensan King warned An- 
thany against buying ail 
tram Venezuela given the 
uncertainty over the pro¬ 
gram’s future with the ill¬ 
ness of Venezuelan Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez. □ 



Farmer Geronimo Blanco shows his quinoa plants In Patamanta, 
Bolivia. A burgeoning global demand for quinoa is spurring new 
cultivation all across Bolivia's western highlands as prices for the 
Andean “super grain” soar. 

(AP Photo/Juan Karita) 































ATA says thanks: 

Loyal Visitors honored at Amsterdam Manor Resort! 

also from NY os Ambas¬ 
sadors of Goodwill. All of 
fhem hove somefhing in 
common: fhey love Aruba 
very much because of fhe 
friendly people of Aruba, 
fhe beaches, fhe beoufiful 
weofher, the restaurants 
and fhe beautiful nature. 

The certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Ernest Giel, rep¬ 
resenting ATA, together 
with Ivan Dijkhoff, repre¬ 
senting the Amsterdam 
Manor Beach Resort. □ 
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EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a group of 
loyal and friendly visitors as 
Distinguished Visitors and 
Ambassadors of Goodwill 


of the Amsterdam Manor 
Beach Resort. The symbolic 
honorary titles are present¬ 
ed in the name of the Min¬ 
ister of Tourism os tokens 
of appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for 10-to-l 9 


and 20-or-more consecu¬ 
tive years. The honorees 
were Steven and Meryl 
Kovins from Staten Island, 
NY os Distinguished Visitors, 
and Angelo and Louise Re- 
cine and Fedino Ferronte, 







Af the Marriott Surf Club: 

Darryl and Joan Inman 
honored by the Aruba 
Tourism Authority! 

PALM BEACH - Recently the Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA) 
hod the great pleasure of honoring o very nice couple 
who are loyal and friendly visitors of Aruba, of the Marriott 
Surf Club, os Distinguished Visitors. The symbolic honorary 
title is presented in the name of the Minister of Tourism os 
o token of appreciation to guests who visit Aruba for 10- 
to-19 consecutive years. 

The honorees were Darryl and Joan Inman from Brooklyn, 
NY. Darryl and Joan ore loyal members of the Marriott 
Surf Club and they love Aruba very much because of the 
great friendly people, the weather, beaches, restaurants 
and the relaxation and great accommodations that the 
island has to offer. 

The certificate was presented by Ernest Giel representing 
ATA, together with Rosonny Sontono representing the 
Marriott Surf Club.Q 
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Don’t Miss Out: 

Foundation Bon Nochi Drumi 
Dushi’s Reading Competition 


- Deadline for all primary 
schools to submit kick-off 
assignment is February 
22 "'*. 

ORANJESTAD - This week. 
Foundation Bon Nochi 
Drumi Dushi and Marriott 
Vacation Club Aruba are 
starting off a new reading 
competition for students 
(grade 5, 6 and 7) of all pri¬ 
mary schools in Aruba. The 
competition, called Ban 
Orlando Lesando (Let’s 
go to Orlando reading) is 
comprised of a kick-off first 
assignment and a registra¬ 
tion deadline of February 
22nd. The first assignment 



and final school registra¬ 
tion will be followed by two 
more rounds each with an 
assignment to read a differ¬ 
ent book and ending with 
fun quizzes on March 22nd 
and May 3rd. The winner of 
the final round receives a 
week’s stay and roundtrip 
for two to Orlando, Florida, 
sponsored by Marriott Va¬ 
cation Club Aruba. 

The competition is open 
to all primary schools in 
Aruba and those schools 
that have not signed up 
yet can still do so, by 4 pm 
on Friday February 22nd, 
by sending an e-mail to 
bonnochidrumidushi® 
gmail.com. Congratula¬ 
tions to the sixteen primary 
schools that have already 
confirmed their participa¬ 
tion. They are Pius X School, 
Colegio Sagrado Curason, 
Colegio Felipe B. Tromp, 
O.L.V. Fatima Colege, Cai- 
quetio, Emmaschool, Scol 
Preparatorio Kudawecha, 
Colegio Laura Wernet 
Paskel, Colegio San Hose, 
Colegio Conrado Coronel, 
Colegio Hilario Angela, St. 
Fransiscus, Colegio Bon 
Bini, Maria School, Maria 


Regina School and St. Mi¬ 
chael. 

“We are happy that six¬ 
teen schools confirmed 
with us so far and want to 
emphasize that there is still 
time for additional schools 
to register and submit their 
first assignment in this island 
wide competition”, said 
Olga Buckley, president of 
fhe Foundafion. “If gives us 
greaf pride and joy to no¬ 
tice that children enjoy the 
experience of reading. For 
other schools that might 
still be interested. I’d like to 
emphasize that the dead¬ 
line to submit student as¬ 
signments is Friday Febru¬ 
ary 22nd. All schools need 
to adhere to this deadline 
in order to participate in 
the competition and we 
are looking forward fo the 
next round of this impor¬ 
tant reading competition.” 
First round requirements: 
Schools that have yet to 
enroll, but have students 
participating in the first 
round have to read the 
book Catalino Bocachica 
by the author Luis Dario 
Bernal Pinilla. After reading, 
students have to write their 
own ending to this book, 
which forms fhe kick-off as¬ 
signment to participate in 
the competition. The new 
ending to the book should 
not exceed a half letter¬ 
head size document in font 
Times Roman or Arial, size 
12 pt. Deadline for fhis as¬ 
signment is Friday February 
22 and all entries can be 
submitted to bonnochidru- 
midushi@gmaiLcom. 

On Friday February 22 Bon 
Nochi Drumi Dushi is or¬ 
ganizing a general meet¬ 
ing for all participating 
schools, students, parents 
and teachers to give fur¬ 
ther information about the 
reading competition and 
the next two rounds. The 
meeting will start at 4 pm 
in the Foundations’ office 
locafed of Oranjestraaf 28, 
in Oranjestad. 

Bon Nochi Drumi Dushi 
was founded in 2007 to 
promote, support and 
stimulate reading books 
amongst children, both at 
school and at home. □ 


This Saturday, February 23: 

Aureus University to host Heoith Fair! 



ORANJESTAD - Aureus University School 
of Medicine is pleased to announce 
that it will be holding its fourth health fair 
on Saturday, February 23*'*, from 8am to 
2pm. This event will be taking place at 
our new campus at Wayaca 31C (for¬ 
merly Brown’s building). We are pleased 
fo invite members from all of fhe sur¬ 
rounding communities to our campus on 
that day. The Health Fair is an effort to 
increase health awareness and disease 
prevention for everyone in our commu¬ 
nity by providing health screening tests, 
educational information, and related 
activities. It will also serve to increase 
awareness of local and national health 
services and resources, and motivate 
participants to make positive health and 
behavior changes, as well as to learn 
self-care practices. 

We hope anyone with an interest can at¬ 
tend and participate in the many hands- 
on educational activities that will be 
conducted throughout the day. It will be 
a delightful and educational experience 
for friends and family. □ 


Aruba’s pups need loving homes! 



ORANJESTAD - Animal 
Right Aruba has at the mo¬ 
ment more than a dozen 
dogs up for adoption. They 
have adults, 6-months old 
teenagers, all white and 
beautiful, and a bevy of 
cute 5-week olds, mixed 
breed puppies. They are 
being fed twice a day by 
Animal Rights Aruba volun¬ 
teers but they require a fast 
adoption, since the Animal 
Shelter in Wayaca is full 
and cannot currently ac¬ 
commodate new arrivals. 
We hope these endearing 
images will help find homes 
for fhese dogs in need of a 
permanent home. For the 
purpose of seeing the pups, 
you can meet the volun¬ 
teers of ARA at Pacifico 
Restaurant, across from the 
road to the Casibari rock 
formation. While adopting 
the pups for locals is simple, 
adopting for overseas fam¬ 
ilies is made easy too! You 
will get a health certificate 
from the local vet with the 
help of the ARA volunteers, 
and your new dog can go 
home with you: it’s that 
easy! 

For more information on 
pet adoption, please con¬ 
tact Heleen at 732-0843, or 
Alma at 733-6468. □ 
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Triple Double Jackpot at 
the Casino at the Radisson 


PALM BEACH - Di¬ 
ana Gavnoudias from 
New York tested her 
skill and luck at the 
Casino at the Radis¬ 
son and hit the “Triple 
Double Diamonds” 
slot machine for a 
jackpot, earning her 
$7,200. The planets 
were in alignment for 
Diana, as it was her 
birthday that day, and 
the universe celebrat¬ 
ed the happy occa¬ 
sion along with the en¬ 
tire casino staff. 

The Casino at the 
Radisson makes more 
than just one jackpot 
available. The Carib¬ 
bean Stud Poker Jack¬ 
pot currently stands 
on $46,065, while the 
Bingo Progressive 
available to all bingo 


players each Satur¬ 
day & Sunday boasts 
a $28,832. Aruba’s 
most popular poker 
room, at the Casino at 
the Radisson offers a 
Bad Beat Jackpot of 
$52,564. 

Additionally, In March 
during Aruba’s Nation 
Day weekend, the 
casino will be host¬ 
ing three consecutive 
bingo marathons, on 
the 16th, the 17th, and 
the 18th, which is the 
island’s Aruba Dag. 
Chantal Cha Young, 
Casino Sales & Mar¬ 
keting Coordinator 
reports that a great 
number of fun activi¬ 
ties are scheduled for 
that holiday weekend, 
and the general pub¬ 
lic is invited. □ 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your piate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Biue Mariin Reiease Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
WWW. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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In this Jan. 11,2012, file pho¬ 
to, Buffalo Sabres coach Lindy 
Ruff talks with players during 
NHL hockey practice In Buf¬ 
falo, N.Y. 

Associated Press 

Sabres fire 
longtime 
coach Ruff 

JOHN WAWROW 
AP Sports Writer 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) 

— Buffalo Sabres coach 
Lindy Ruff was fired offer 
16 seasons on Wednesday 
because of fhe feam’s laf- 
esf slow sfarf fo fhe NHL 
season. 

Ron Roisfon, in his second 
season as coach of fhe Sa¬ 
bres’ minor league feam in 
Rochesfer, was oppoinfed 
os inferim coach. His firsf 
gome in charge is on Thurs¬ 
day of Toronfo. 

Ruff was relieved of his du¬ 
ties shorfly offer fhe feam 
held a 90-minufe practice, 
and a day offer fhe Sabres 
were booed several fimes 
by fheir home fans during 
a 2-1 loss fo fhe Winnipeg 
Jefs. 

General manager Darcy 
Regier called fhe feom's 
lefhorgic performance 
during fhe loss fo fhe Jefs 
os “a tipping poinf." 

The Sabres won fheir firsf 
fwo games buf have won 
only four of 15 since fhen. 
The news came as a sur¬ 
prise only because Sabres 
management including 
feam presidenf Ted Black, 
had spenf much of fhe 
pasf week voicing ifs sup- 
porf of Ruff.Q 
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Snow halts opening round at Match Play 



The pin flag on the 18th green blows in the faiiing snow during 
the Match Piay Championship goif tournament, Wednesday, 
Feb. 20, 2013, in Marana, Ariz. Piay was suspended for the rest 
of the day. 

Associated Press 
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DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
MARANA, Arizona (AP) — 

The opening round of the 
Match Ploy Champion¬ 
ship was suspended on 
Wednesday when a cold 
rain that came down side¬ 
ways quickly gave way to 
snow from a winter storm. 
Almost 2 inches (5 centi¬ 
meters) was dumped on 
Dove Mountain in just aver 
an hour. 

“I've never actually played 
golf to the point where 
we’ve actually stapped 
far snow, which is kind of 
crazy,” said Jason Day of 
Australia, who was 6 up 
through 10 holes overZach 
Johnson. 

“A little crazy for it to snow 
in the desert, as well. But 
that's just how it is. Mother 
Nature can da whatever 
she wants.” 

Ten matches had nat even 
started when players were 
called off the course as 
slush was starting to form 
on the greens. Two hours 
later. The Ritz-Carlton Club 
was a blanket of snow as 
temperatures dipped as 
low as 33 degrees (zero 
C). The rest of the day was 
called aft. 

“I've seen snaw an the 
course when I was a kid, 
but nathing like that an any 
of the tours,” said Rory Mc- 
llroy, who along with Tiger 
Woods was among those 
10 matches that never had 
to hit a shot. 

Sergio Garcia, in the lead- 
off match, had just holed a 


10-foot par putt to win the 
15th hole and go 2 up over 
Thongchai Jaidee when 
play was suspended. 

The U.S. PGA Tour was 
meeting with television of¬ 
ficials to sort out when to 
start and how to get back 
an schedule. The 64-man 
field is cut in half after each 
round, and with sunshine in 
the forecast the rest at the 
week, it should not be dif¬ 
ficult to get caught up. 

So much for a tour that fol¬ 
lows the sun. 

Ian Poulter’s only other 
tournament this year was in 
Hawaii for the Tournament 
at Champions, where it 
took four days just ta get 
started because at high 
wind, and then the 54-hole 
event was over 29 hours af¬ 
ter it started. 

And now this. 

“I can’t believe it. When 
have we ever seen that?” 
he said, taking off his rain 
gear in front of his locker. 
“The two events I’ve at¬ 
tempted ta play this year 
have been three days at 
50 mph wind and 2 inches 
at sncw in an hour. It's ab¬ 
solutely, flippin’ unbeliev¬ 
able.” 

Maybe he should consider 
himself lucky. At least he 
didn’t play Torrey Pines, 
where fog wiped out an 
entire round on Saturday 
and Woods had to wait 
until Monday afternoan ta 
polish off his 75th career 
win. There were frost de¬ 
lays in the opening rounds 
of Phoenix this month. 


But snow? 

Poulter was cald from the 
start, rubbing his hands to¬ 
gether in the morning chill 
of high desert — about 
2,800 feet (850 meters) 
above sea level — and he 
jumped in place to keep 
warm. He built a 3-up lead 
over Stephen Gallacher 
through 12 holes. 

In only 3 1/2 hours of golf, 
there was some impressive 
play. 

Ba Van Pelt, wha taok 
three shats ta get out of a 
bunker early in his match 
against John Senden, won 
six straight holes — only two 
of them with birdies — to 
build a 5-up lead through 
12. Matt Kuchar was 3 up 
over Hiroyuki Fujita through 
14 holes, while defending 
champion Hunter Mahan 
was 4 up at the turn over 
Matteo Manassero. 

This was the secand time 
in three years that wintry 
weather interrupted the 
Match Play Champion¬ 
ship. A light snow covered 
everything but tee boxes 
and greens the morning of 
the final in 2011 between 
Luke Donald and Martin 
Kaymer.Q 

It cleared befare their 
match, but then there was 
a brief delay because at 
sleet that turned greens 
white. 

The last time the opening 
round was not finished was 
in 2005, when it never got 
started because of rain that 
put just about every hole 
at La Costa underwater. □ 


Report: Pods’ Everth Cabrera 
listed in Florida clinic records 


The Associated Press 
Sports broadcaster ESPN re¬ 
ports that San Diego Padres 
shortstop Everth Cabrera is 
among five players listed in 
the recards of a Florida clin¬ 
ic at the center of a Major 
League Baseball investiga- 
tian inta illegal drugs. 

The repart Tuesday says 
Cabrera, 

who led the National 


League in stolen bases last 
season, is listed along with 
Padres reliever Fautino De 
Los Santos, 

Oakland reliever Jordan 
Norberto, Houston out¬ 
fielder Fernando Martinez 
and New Yark Mets autfield 
praspect Cesar Puella. 

The Biogenesis of America 
clinic run by Anthony Bosch 
in Coral Gables is now 


closed. The facility alleged¬ 
ly provided performance¬ 
enhancing substances to 
several players, including 
Alex Rodriguez, 

Melky Cabrera and Nel¬ 
son Cruz. The players have 
said they didn’t get ille¬ 
gal drugs from the clinic. 
The Padres and Mets de¬ 
clined ccmment on the 
report.G 



























Sarah Hammer wins fifth 
major track cyciing titie 


MINSK, Belarus (AP) — Sar¬ 
ah Hammer of the United 
States grabbed her fifth 
gold medal, while Francois 
Pervis of France claimed 
his maiden title at the track 
cycling world champion¬ 
ships on Wednesday. 
Hammer, who twice won 
consecutive titles in the 
women’s individual pursuit 

— in 2006-07 and in 2010-11 

— edged Amy Cure of Aus¬ 
tralia in a 3,000-meter race 
at Minsk Arena. 

Australian Annette Ed¬ 
mondson, the London 

Olympics bronze medallist, 
won the bronze ahead of 
Laura Brown of Canada. 
Hammer, 

who won silver in London 
and was the world record- 
holder in the discipline, 
powered through the sec¬ 
ond half of the race and 
never looked back. 

“Well, this is as usual, I guess, 
but it's special every time," 
Hammer said of her victo¬ 
ry. “In the qualifying it was 
quite well, but through the 
final everything could hap¬ 
pen." 

Pervis clocked 1 minute, 
00.221 seconds, 
to be the only rider to finish 
four laps inside 1:01 in the 
men's 1-kilometer time trial. 
Simon Van Velthooven of 
New Zealand, the bronze 
medallist last season, 
timed 1:00.869 for second. 
Joachim Filers of Germany 
clocked 1:01.450 for third. 


“I waited for this title for 11 
long, long years,” Pervis 
said. “And today I'm the 
champion and it’s the re¬ 
sult of my work. I’m so hap- 
py." 

Germany retained its title 
by beating Chino in the 
women's team sprint, while 
Australia won the men's 
team pursuit over Britain. 
The German team of Miri¬ 
am Welte and Kristina Vo¬ 
gel edged Gong Jinjie and 
Guo Shuang in a repeat of 
the Olympic final by 0.001 
seconds when Vogel mo¬ 
tored home with 250 me¬ 
ters left. 

“It’s on amazing feeling to 
win it again," Vogel said. 
The British team of Victoria 
Williamson and Rebecca 
Angharad James won 
bronze over Australia. 

The men’s rematch of the 
London Olympics final 
didn’t feature the same re¬ 
sult, as the Australian four 
of Glenn O’Shea, Alexan¬ 
der Edmonson, Michael 
Hepburn and Alexander 
Morgan, 

beat Olympic champions 
Steven Burke, Andrew Ten¬ 
nant and their new team¬ 
mates Edward Clancy and 
Samuel Harrison by more 
than four seconds in the 
4,000-meter race. 

“It’s so fantastic for us," 
O’Shea said. “We knew it is 
going to be very close.” 
Denmark won bronze by 
beating Spain.Q 
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Gold medalist Sarah 
Hammer, center, of 
USA, Is flanked by silver 
winner Amy Cure, 
left, of Australia, and 
bronze winner Annette 
Edmondson, also of 
Australia, during the 
awarding ceremony 
of the Women’s 
Individual Pursuit during 
the Track Cycling 
World Championships 
In Minsk, Belarus, 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 
2013. 

Associated Press 
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Blackhawks match record for opening point streak 



Detroit Red Wings center Pavel Datsyuk (13), of Russia, scores 
against Nashville Predators goalie Pekka Rinne (35), of Finland, 
in the third period of an NHL hockey game on Tuesday, Feb. 19, 
2013, in Nashville, Tenn. The Predators won in overtime 4-3. 

Associated Press 


eight overall. Ray Emery, 
subbing again far injured 
Carey Crawfard, made 29 
saves to improve to 6-0 this 
season. 

CANADIENS 3, RANGERS 1 
NEW YORK (AP) — Alex 
Galchenyuk snapped a 
tie early in the third period 
and Montreal held off New 
York for its fifth consecutive 
win. 

Montreal had 18 shots and 
made the most of very little 
offense against Henrik Lun- 
dqvist. 

The Canadiens tied it late 


in the second on Max Pa- 
ciaretty’s goal and went 
ahead far goad when Gal¬ 
chenyuk matched Pacic- 
retty with his second of the 
season 1:48 into the third. 
Carey Price was only slight¬ 
ly busier than Lundqvist, 
making 24 saves for his 
third win during Montreal’s 
surge. Peter Buda] won the 
previous two, including a 
3-0 home victory over Car¬ 
olina an Monday. 

Raphael Diaz added an 
empty-net goal with 1:06 
remaining for the Cana- 


Tommy Haas reaches 2nd round at Memphis 


CHICAGO (AP) — The Chi¬ 
cago Blackhawks beat the 
Vancauver Canucks 4-3 in 
a shcotcut Tuesday to give 
them 16 straight games 
with at least one point, 
matching the NHL record 
to start a season. 

Patrick Kane and Andrew 
Shaw scored in the tie¬ 
breaker far the Blackhawks 
(13-0-3), who earned their 
third consecutive win and 
joined the 2006-07 Ana¬ 
heim Ducks as the aniy 
teams to record at least 
one point in the first 16 
games of a season. The 
Ducks got off to a 12-0-4 
start that year and won the 
Stanley Cup. 

Chicago will go for the re¬ 
cord Friday night when it 
hosts the San Jose Sharks 
far the second time in a 
week. But it could be with¬ 
out Marian Hossa for that 
ane after the star forward 
had to be helped off the 
ice during the third period 
following a forearm to the 
back of the head from 
Vancouver forward Jannik 
Hansen. 

Alexander Edier and Kevin 
Bieksa each scored in the 
final 2:42 of regulation for 
the Canucks, whc opened 
a four-game trip with their 
third consecutive loss. Dan¬ 
iel Sedin had a goal and 
an assist, and twin brother 
Henrik had two assists. 
Hossa had two goals and 
Patrick Sharp scored in reg¬ 
ulation for the Blackhawks, 
wha have won seven of 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) 

— Germany’s Tommy Haas 
advanced to the second 
round of the U.S. National 
Indoor Tennis Champion¬ 
ships with a 7-6 (6), 6-4 vic¬ 
tory over Russia’s Evgeny 
Danskay an Wednesday. 
The 34-year-old Haas was 
a finalist at last week’s 
SAP Open in San Jose. He 
is a three-time Memphis 
champion. He won the first 
ATP Tour title of his career in 
Memphis 14 years ago. 

In other first-round play, 
farmer warld No. 1 Lleyton 
Hewitt of Australia survived 
two match paints in the 
secand set before beat¬ 
ing Lu Yen-hsun of Taiwan 



2-6, 7-6 (3), 6-4. Hewitt, who 
turns 32 Sunday, is seeking 
his first title since 2010. 

The win by Hewitt was the 
571st at his career, giving 
him a share at 25th place 
in tour history with Mats 
Wilander. Wilander won 
seven Grand Slam titles 
in the 1980s. In women’s 
second-round matches, 
top seed Kirsten Flipkens of 
Belgium advanced with a 

Tommy Haas, of Germany, 
returns a serve to Evgeny 
Donskoy, of Russia, during the 
U.S. Nationai indoor Tennis 
Championships, Wednesday, 
Feb. 20, 2013. Haas won 7-6 
(6), 6-4. 

Associated Press 


diens, whc have cutsccred 
cppcnents 15-5 during 
their streak. 

Defenseman Anton Stral- 
man netted his second of 
the season in the second 
period, 

but it wasn’t enough for 
the Rangers, who played 
without top-line forward 
Rick Nash (undisclosed in¬ 
jury) and had a five-game 
point streak snapped (4-0- 
1 ). 

LIGHTNING 4, MAPLE LEAFS 
2 

TAMPA, Florida (AP) — 
Steven Stamkos scored 
his 10th goal and Benoit 
Pouliot had three assists as 
Tampa Bay beat Toronto. 
Vincent Lecavalier, Alex¬ 
ander Killorn and Matthew 
Carle else scared for the 
Lightning, who have won 
two in a row after an 0-5-1 
skid. 

Tcronto gcalie Ben Scrivens 
had his bid for a third con¬ 
secutive shutout thwarted 
midway through the first 
period on Lecavalier’s 
goal. The Maple Leafs, 
7-3-0 on the road this year, 
get goals from Mikhail 
Grabevski and James van 
Riemsdyk. 

JETS 2, SABRES 1 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) 
— Ondrej Pavelec made 
29 saves to help Winnipeg 
snap a three-game skid 
with a win over Buffalo. 
Andrew Ladd and Bryan 
Little scored for the Jets, 
who won for the third time 
in 10 games while opening 


7-5, 3-6, 6-3 victory over Le- 
sia Tsurenko of Ukraine. No. 
3 Sabine Lisicki of Germany 
beat Melinda Czink of Hun¬ 
gary, 7-6 (0), 4-6, 6-2, but 
Nc. 2 seed and defend¬ 
ing champicn Sefia Arvids- 
sen of Sweden was elimi¬ 
nated by Marina Erakovic 
cf New Zealand 6-1, 3-6, 
6-3. Arvidsson defeated 
Erakovic in last year’s final. 
No. 4 seed Heather Wat¬ 
son of Britain and eighth 
seed Kristina Mladenovic 
moved into the quarterfi¬ 
nals. Watson beat Andrea 
Hlavackova cf the Czech 
Republic 2-6, 6-0, 6-3 and 
Mladencvic defeated Vic- 
tcria Duval 6-1,3-6, 6-3.Q 


a season-high five-game 
read swing. 

Jasen Pcminville scared far 
Buffalo, once again boced 
by its home crowd. The 
Sabres are 4-10-1 in their 
past 15 and have dropped 
consecutive home games 
for the first time since last 
February. 

SENATORS 3, ISLANDERS 1 
OTTAWA (AP) — Andre 
Bencit and Dave Dziurzyn- 
ski scored their first NHL 
goals, and Craig Andersen 
made 37 saves tc lead Ot¬ 
tawa over New York. 

Colin Greening also scored 
for the Senators. 

Travis Hamonic scored for 
the Islanders, who got 23 
saves from Rick DiPietro in 
his third start this seasen. 
PREDATORS 4, RED WINGS 
3, OT 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 
— Shea Weber scared 44 
seconds into overtime to 
give Nashville a victory 
against slumping Detroit. 
Craig Smith, Gabriel 
Bourque and Roman Josi 
also scored for the Preda¬ 
tors, who had lost their 
last twe games. The Red 
Wings have drepped four 
straight. 

Daniel Cleary, Jordin Tcot- 
oo and Pavel Datsyuk had 
the Detroit goals. 

Coming down the right 
side, Weber collected the 
rebound of Colin Wilson’s 
shot and beat a diving 
Jonas Gustavsson, who 
replaced injured goalie 
Jimmy Howard midway 
through the first period. 
SHARKS 2, BLUES 1 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Antti Ni- 
emi made 25 saves and 
Tim Kennedy scored in the 
third period to help San 
Jose end a seven-game 
losing streak with a victory 
over St. Louis. 

The Sharks’ skid was their 
longest since a 10-game 
slide in November 2005. 
Joe Thornton also scored 
for San Jase, which began 
the seasan with a fran- 
chise-recard seven succes¬ 
sive wins. 

St. Louis has dropped five 
consecutive home games. 
The Blues also had a three- 
game winning streak halt¬ 
ed. They were coming off 
a 3-0 road trip with wins in 
Detrait, Calgary and Van¬ 
couver. □ 
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Johnson’s OT buzzer-beater lifts Nets past Bucks 



Brooklyn Nets guard Joe Johnson (7) scores over Milwaukee 
Bucks forward Luc Richard Mbah a Moute (12) with time expir¬ 
ing for a 113-11 overtime victory in their NBA basketball game 
at Barclays Center, Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013 in New York. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Joe 

Johnson hit a tying 3-point¬ 
er in the closing seconds ot 
the tourth quarter and then 
his buzzer-beating jumper 
at the end of overtime 
lifted the Brooklyn Nets to 
a 113-111 victory over the 
Milwaukee Bucks an Tues¬ 
day night. 

Jahnson finished with 24 
points, and Brook Lopez 
and Deron Williams add¬ 
ed 19 each as the Nets 
snapped a 13-game losing 
streak against the Bucks 
dating back to March 30, 
2009. 

Brandcn Jennings scared 
34 paints ta lead the Bucks. 
Ersan Ilyasova had 21 
points, Monta Ellis added 
18 and Larry Sanders 14. 
Jennings saw his short 
jumper go in and out with 
15 seconds left in overtime. 
After a Nets timeout, John¬ 
son was intentionally fouled 
by Luc Mbah a Moute with 
5 seconds left. The Nets in- 
bounded again and John- 
san won the game with his 
faul line jumper over Mbah 
A Moute. 

BULLS 96, HORNETS 87 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Luol 
Deng scored 20 points and 
Chicago snapped a two- 
game skid. 

The Bulls took the lead for 
good late in the first quar¬ 
ter, but didn’t put the Hor¬ 
nets away until Deng’s 
clutch jumper from the 
top of the key with 44.8 
seconds left put Chicago 
up 94-87 after New Or¬ 
leans had pulled within 
five points on Eric Gordon’s 
3-pointer. 

Carlos Boozer added 17 
points and 10 rebounds, 
and Joakim Noah had 15 
points and 17 rebounds 
for Chicago, which out- 
rebounded New Orleans 
47-39 and had 15 second- 
chance points. 

Gordon finished with 20 
and Anthony Davis had 15 


points and 10 rebounds for 
New Orleans, which saw its 
two-game winning streak 
snapped after commit¬ 
ting nine of its 15 turnovers 
in the final quarter. Greivis 
Vasquez had 11 paints and 
10 assists. 

GRIZZLIES 105, PISTONS 91 
AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
(AP) — Mike Canley scared 
19 points, Zach Randolph 
had his 31st double-double 
and Memphis won its fourth 
straight game Tuesday 
night, 105-91 at Detroit. 
Randolph had 15 points 
and 10 rebounds and the 
Grizzlies rade a strang sec¬ 
ond half ta win in bath 
teams’ first game since the 
All Star break. 

Brandan Knight and Jo¬ 
nas Jerebko each scared 
13 points and Jose Calde¬ 
ron added 10 points and 
seven assists for the Pistons, 
who have lost two of their 
last three at home. 

The Grizzlies trailed by as 
many as 11 paints in the 
first half, but ended it an 
a 23-3 run to lead 53-42 
at intermissian. The Pistans 
managed just ane basket 
in the final eight minutes 
of the half and had twice 


as many turnovers as field 
goals (8-4) in the second 
quarter. 

RAPTORS 96, WIZARDS 88 
WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
Mar DeRozan and Rudy 
Gay scored 24 points 
apiece, and Toranta won 
a matchup between slaw- 
starting, caming-an-lately 
teams. 

Playing with an improvised 
scoreboard, horn, game 
clock and 24-second clock 
because of a malfunction 
in the scoring system, the 
Raptors took the lead for 
good in the second quarter 
and wan their fifth straight 
game, putting them ane 
victary shy at last season’s 
total. 

The Raptors have alsa won 
three in a row on the road 
for the first time since 2007 
and are 6-2 since Gay ar¬ 
rived last month from the 
Memphis Grizzlies in a 
three-team trade. 

Rookie Bradley Beal, back 
in the starting lineup far the 
first time since taking time 
off to heal a sprained right 
wrist, scored 25 points for 
the Wizards, wha had won 
eight of nine at home. 
BOBCATS 105, MAGIC 92 


ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 
Kemba Walker and Ger¬ 
ald Henderson each had 
24 points, Byron Mullens 


added 20 paints and 12 re- 
baunds and Charlotte sur¬ 
vived Orlando’s second- 
half comeback. □ 



THE FIRST THEATER WITH CHILDREN PRICES IN ARUBA 


NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR TICKETS ONLINE USING 
cineilia@xpreSS at caribbeancinemas.com/aruba 


586-0074 


FEBRUARY 21 - 27 


EIMJOY YOUR 
MOVIE WITH 



Sylvester Stallone 


Sung Kang 




Mon-Thurs 5:00/7:10/9:20 
Fri 5:00/7:10/9:20/11:30 
Sat 2:50/5:00/7:10/9:20/11:30 
Sun & Hoi 2:50/5:00/7:10/9:20 


0 



Bruce Willis 


Jai Courtney 

A GOOD DAY TO 

DIE HARD 

With Spanish Subtities ^ 

Mon ■ Thurs 4:00 / 5:10 / 6:10 / 7:20 / 8:25 / 9:35 
Fri 4:00 / 5:10 / 6:10 / 7:20 / 8:25 / 9:35 /10:40 /11:50 
Sat 1:50 / 3:00 / 4:00 / 5:10 / 6:10 / 7:20 / 8:25 / 9:35 /10:40 /11:50 
Sun & Hoi 1:50 / 3:00 / 4:00 / 5:10 / 6:10 / 7:20 / 8:25 / 9:35 



Oscar Barberan 


Fiona Glascott 


fAD 

THE LOST EXPLORER 


3D Version 

Mon-Thurs4:25/6:30/8:35 
Fri 4:25/6:30/8:35/10:40 
Sat 2:20/4:25/6:30/8:35/10:40 
Sun & Hoi 2:20/4:25/6:30/8:35 


Spanish Version 

Mon - Thurs 5:15 
Fri 5:15 
Sat 3:05/5:15 
Sun & Hoi 3:05/5:15 



Jason Bateman Melissa McCarthy 

IDENTITY 

THIEF 


Mon-Thurs4:20/6:50/9:20 
Fri 4:20/6:50/9:20/11:50 
Sat 1:50/4:20/6:50/9:20/11:50 
Sun & Hoi 1:50/4:20/6:50/9:20 


0 


Arnold Schwarzenegger Johnny Knoxville Jessica Chastain Nikolaj Coster-Waldau 


THE 


LAST STAND 


Mon - Thurs 9:25 
Fri 9:25/11:55 
Sat 9:25/11:55 
Sun & Hoi 9:25 


0 


MAMA 


Mon-Thurs4:50/7:10/9:30 
Fri 4:50/7:10/9:30/11:55 
Sat 2:30/4:50/7:10/9:30/11:55 
Sun & Hoi 2:30/4:50/7:10/9:30 


Jeremy Renner 


Gemma Arterton 


With Spanish Subtities 

Mon-Thurs 7:25/9:35 
Fri 7:25/9:35/11:45 
Sat 7:25/9:35/11:45 
Sun & Hoi 7:25/9:35 


0 


Billy Cristal 


Bette Midler 


PAltENlAL 

CVNUHcf 

With Spanish Subtitles 

Mon-Fri4:25/6:55 
Sat, Sun & Hoi 2:00/4:25/6:55 
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Personal Health: 

Women smokers catching the men 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2013 New York Times 

The title ot a recent report 
on smoking and health 
might well hove para¬ 
phrased the popular ad 
campaign tor Virginia 
Slims, introduced in 1968 by 
Philip Morris and aimed at 
young protessional wom¬ 
en: “You've come a long 
way, baby." 

Today that slogan should 
include: toward a short¬ 

er life.” Ten years shorter, in 
fact. 

The new report is one of two 
rather shocking analyses 
of the hazards of smoking 
and the benefits of quitting 
published last month in The 
New England Journal of 
Medicine. The data show 
that “women who smoke 
like men die like men who 
smoke,” Dr. Steven A. 
Schroeder, a professor of 
health and health care at 
the University of California, 
San Francisco, wrote in an 
accompanying editorial. 
That was not always the 
case. Half a century ago, 
the risk of death from lung 
cancer among men who 
smoked was five times 
higher than that among 
women smokers. But by the 
first decade of this century, 
that risk had equalized: 
for both men and women 
who smoked, the risk of 
death from lung cancer 
was 25 times greater than 
for nonsmokers. Dr. Mi¬ 
chael J. Thun of the Ameri¬ 
can Cancer Society and 
his colleagues reported. 
Today, women who smoke 
are even more likely than 
men who smoke to die of 
lung cancer. 

According to a second 
study in the same journal, 
women smokers face a 
17.8 times greater risk of 
dying of lung cancer than 
women who do not smoke; 
men who smoke are at 
14.6 times greater risk to 
die of lung cancer than 
men who don't. Women 
who smoke now face a risk 
of death from lung cancer 
that is 50 percent higher 
than the estimates report¬ 
ed in the 1980s, according 
to Dr. Prabhat Jha of the 
Center for Global Health 
Research in Toronto and 
his colleagues. 


After controlling for age, 
body weight, education 
level and alcohol use, the 
new analysis found some¬ 
thing else: Men and wom¬ 
en who continue to smoke 
die on average more than 
10 years sooner than those 
who never smoked. 
Dramatic progress has 
been made in reducing 
the prevalence of smok¬ 
ing, which has fallen in the 
United States from 42 per¬ 
cent of adults in 1965 (the 
year after the first surgeon 
general's report on smok¬ 
ing and health) to 19 per¬ 
cent in 2010. Yet smoking 
still results in nearly 200,000 
deaths a year among 
people 35 to 69 years old 



New data find that female 
smokers are now even more 
likely than male smokers to 
die of lung cancer. (Keith 
Negley/The New York Times) 

in this country. A quarter of 
all deaths in this age group 
would not occur if smokers 
had the same risk of death 
as nonsmokers. 

The risks are even greater 
among men 55 to 74 and 
women 60 to 74. More than 
two-thirds of all deaths 
among current smokers 
in these age groups are 
related to smoking. Over¬ 
all, the death rate from all 
causes combined in these 
age groups “is now at least 
three times as high among 
current smokers as among 
those who have never 
smoked,” Thun's team 
found. 

While lung cancer is the 
most infamous hazard 
linked to smoking, the 
habit also raises the risk of 
death from heart disease, 
stroke, pulmonary disease 
and other cancers, includ¬ 


ing breast cancer. 
Furthermore, changes in 
how cigarettes are manu¬ 
factured may have in¬ 
creased the dangers of 
smoking. The use of per¬ 
forated filters, tobacco 
blends that are less irritat¬ 
ing, and paper that is more 
porous made it easier to 
inhale smoke and encour¬ 
aged deeper inhalation to 
achieve satisfying blood 
levels of nicotine. 

The result of deeper inhala¬ 
tion, Thun's report suggests, 
has been an increased 
risk of chronic obstruc¬ 
tive pulmonary disease, or 
COPD, and a shift in the 
kind of lung cancer linked 
to smoking. Among non- 
smokers, the risk of death 
from COPD has declined 
by 45 percent in men and 
has remained stable in 
women, but the death rate 
has more than doubled 
among smokers. 

But there is good news, 
too: It's never too late to 
reap the benefits of quit¬ 
ting. The younger you are 
when you stop smoking, 
the greater your chances 
of living a long and healthy 
life, according to the find¬ 
ings of Jha's international 
team. 

The team analyzed smok¬ 
ing and smoking-cessation 
histories of 113,752 women 
and 88,496 men 25 and 
older and linked them to 
causes of deaths in these 
groups through 2006. 

Those who quit smoking by 
age 34 lived 10 years lon¬ 
ger on average than those 
who continued to smoke, 
giving them a life expec¬ 
tancy comparable to peo¬ 
ple who never smoked. 
Smokers who quit between 
ages 35 and 44 lived nine 
years longer, and those 
who quit between 45 and 
54 lived six years longer. 
Even quitting smoking be¬ 
tween ages 55 and 64 re¬ 
sulted in a four-year gain in 
life expectancy. 

The researchers empha¬ 
sized, however, that the 
numbers do not mean it 
is safe to smoke until age 
40 and then stop. Former 
smokers who quit by 40 still 
experienced a 20 percent 
greater risk of death than 
nonsmokers. □ 



Supreme Court gives FTC 
win on hospitai mergers 


ANDREW POLLACK 
© 2013 New York Times 

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday strengthened the 
power of the Federal Trade 
Commission to block hos¬ 
pital mergers, issuing an 
opinion that could limit the 
ability of public hospital 
authorities to claim immu¬ 
nity from federal antitrust 
laws. The unanimous deci¬ 
sion restored the authority 
of the FTC to challenge the 
merger of the only two hos¬ 
pitals in Albany, Ga. 

Some experts said the de¬ 
cision could mean that 
hospitals will have to be 
more cognizant of anti¬ 
trust considerations when 
they join forces with other 
health care providers to 
form so-called account¬ 
able care organizations, 
as called for in the new 
health care law. “I think 
this is going to limit one of 
the lines of defense that 
the ACOs will have,” said 
David Dranove, professor 
of health industry manage¬ 
ment at the Kellogg School 
of Management at North¬ 
western University. Various 
hospitals are merging now, 
often arguing that combin¬ 
ing broadens the range of 
services and makes them 
more efficient. But consoli¬ 
dation can also increase 
the hospitals' leverage 
with insurance companies, 
leading to higher prices. 

In the Georgia case, the 
FTC had tried to block the 
acquisition of HCA Hold¬ 
ings' Palmyra Medical 
Center by Phoebe Putney 
Memorial Hospital, which 
is owned by the Hospi¬ 
tal Authority of Albany- 
Dougherty County. States 
are generally exempt from 
federal antitrust laws, and 
that immunity can extend 
to local governments. Both 
the U.S. District Court in 
Georgia and the 11th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that the Albany deal 
was exempt because it 
was under the auspices of 
the county hospital author¬ 
ity. But the Supreme Court 
said that local govern¬ 
ments qualify for antitrust 
immunity only when they 
are acting pursuant to a 
clearly articulated state 


policy to limit competition. 
And that was not the case 
in Georgia. 

“We hold that Georgia has 
not clearly articulated and 
affirmatively expressed a 
policy to allow hospital au¬ 
thorities to make acquisi¬ 
tions that substantially less¬ 
en competition,” Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor wrote for 
the court. 

Jon Leibowitz, the FTC 
chief, called the decision 
a “big victory for consum¬ 
ers who want to see lower 
health care costs." 

The hospitals consum¬ 
mated the merger after 
the appeals court ruling in 
their favor in 2011, but the 
FTC might now try to undo 
it. The case is expected to 
return to the lower court. 
The federal agency might 
ask for an injunction to halt 
further integration of the 
hospitals while a separate 
proceeding determines 
whether the merger would 
indeed violate antitrust 
laws. Barbara Eyman, gen¬ 
eral counsel for the Nation¬ 
al Association of Public Hos¬ 
pitals and Health Systems, 
said the decision would 
“make it harder for public 
hospitals, at least the pub¬ 
lic hospitals in Georgia, to 
achieve their mission." Ey¬ 
man, whose organization 
filed a brief on the side of 
the Georgia hospitals, said 
that nonprofit hospitals pro¬ 
viding charity care should 
not be subject to the same 
antitrust restrictions as prof¬ 
it-making hospitals. 

She and other lawyers 
said that not many hospi¬ 
tal mergers would fit the 
circumstances of the Su¬ 
preme Court case. 

“To my knowledge there 
aren't a lot of cases pend¬ 
ing waiting for this deci¬ 
sion,” said Jay Levine, an 
antitrust partner with Brad¬ 
ley Arant Boult Cummings 
in Washington, who was 
not involved in the case. 
Matthew Cantor, an anti¬ 
trust lawyer at Constantine 
Cannon in New York, said 
that the degree to which 
accountable care orga¬ 
nizations could be subject 
to antitrust scrutiny would 
depend on each state's 
law.Q 
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Yahoo redesign aims to make site more inviting 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Yahoo is renovating the 
main entry into its website 
in on effort to get people 
to visit more frequently and 
stay longer. 

The long-awaited make¬ 
over of Yahoo.com’s home 
page is the most notable 
change to the website 
since the Internet compa¬ 
ny hired Morissa Mayer as 
its CEO seven months ago. 
The new look debuted 
Wednesday in the U.S., al¬ 
though it could take a few 
more days before every¬ 
one starts to see it. 

It's the first time Yahoo 
has redesigned the page 
in four years. In that time, 
the company has seen its 
annual revenue drop by 
about 30 percent from $7.2 
billion in 2008 to $5 billion 
last year as more online 
advertising flowed to rivals 
such as Internet search 
leader Google Inc. and 
social networking leader 
Facebook Inc. Mayer, 
who spent 13 years help¬ 
ing to build Google into 
the Internet’s most power¬ 
ful company, has vowed 
to revive Yahoo Inc.’s rev¬ 
enue growth by establish¬ 
ing more of the company’s 



This image released by NBC shows host Savannah Guthrie, left, with Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer 
on NBC News' “Today” show, Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2013 in New York as Mayer introduces the 
website’s redesign. 

Associated Press 


services as daily habits that 
“delight and inspire” their 
users. 

Yahoo.com’s revamped 
home page figures to play 
a key role in determining 
whether Moyer, 37, realizes 
her ambition. 

“We think this will be the 
new foundation for Ya¬ 
hoo,” said Mike Kerns, the 
company’s vice president 
of product. 


Despite the company’s 
recent financial malaise, 
Yahoo's home page has 
remained one of the In¬ 
ternet's top destinations. 
The page attracted 392 
million worldwide visitors 
last month, a 7 percent in¬ 
crease from 365 million at 
the same time last year, 
according to research firm 
comScore Inc. By compari¬ 
son, Microsoft Corp.'s msn. 


com drew a crowd of 334 
million, up 4 percent from 
last year. 

But visitors haven’t been 
spending as much time 
at Yahoo.com when they 
check in. They also haven’t 
been making as many 
return visits each month. 
That’s been a problem for 
many other websites, too, 
as Facebook and other 
online hangouts capture 


HTC shows off new 
phone for ‘One’ line 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — HTC 
Corp., the struggling Tai¬ 
wanese maker at smart¬ 
phones, is taking a page 
from longtime partner Mi¬ 
crosoft Corp. as it launches 
a new phone under the 
One brand. The phone runs 
Google Inc.'s Android soft¬ 
ware, but HTC is grafting its 
awn home screen on the 
phone, one that’s similar to 
that at Microsaft’s Windaws 
Phane software. 

HTC Corp.’s BlinkFeed inter¬ 
face consists of large tiles 
that update automatically 
with information and pho¬ 
tos from news sites and so¬ 
cial networks. 

The phone will go on sale 
in late March. HTC says U.S. 
partners will include AT&T, 


Sprint Nextel and T-Mobile, 
but specific availability 
dates and prices were net 
annaunced. 

The new HTC One has a 
4.7-inch (12-centimeter) 
screen, making it larger 
than the iPhone but smaller 
than some other Android 
phones, including HTC’s 
own 5-inch (12.5-centi¬ 
meter) Droid DNA, which 
launched in November. 
The HTC One has the same 
screen resolution as the 
larger phone, at 1920 by 
1080 pixels. 

At a press event in New 
York, HTC's design director 
Jonah Becker emphasized 
precision machining that 
goes into making the virtu¬ 
ally all-metal body of the 
phone. In a design remi¬ 
niscent of the iPhone 5, 



HTC has eliminated all the 
little gaps between differ¬ 
ent parts, giving the phane 
a smaoth, tight feel in the 
hand. 

HTC One features two 
speakers, at the top and 
bottom of the screen, 
producing a stereo effect 
when the phone is turned 


This undated handout pho¬ 
to provided by HTC Corp., 
shows the company’s new 
One phone. HTC, the strug- 
giing Taiwanese maker of 
smartphones, is taking a 
page from iongtime part¬ 
ner Microsoft Corp. as it 
iaunches a new phone un¬ 
der the One brand. 

Associated Press 


on its side for movie view¬ 
ing. Another unusual fea¬ 
ture is an infrared diode 
that lets the phone serve 
as a universal remote for a 
TV or media center. 

HTC said 32 million smart¬ 
phones last year accarding 
ta research firm Gartner, 
giving it about 4 percent 
of the worldwide market. 
Unit sales were down 26 
percent from HTC's peak in 
201 !.□ 


more of people’s online 
time. 

Yahoo’s revamped home 
page isn't a radical new 
look, but there are enough 
changes that could make 
the website more addic¬ 
tive. In a blag post, Mayer 
wrote that she is trying to 
infuse Yahoo’s home page 
with a “more modern ex¬ 
perience.” 

The biggest switch will be 
in how Yahoo determines 
which stories to show each 
visitor on the home page 
and how the information 
is displayed. Kerns says Ya¬ 
hoo has developed more 
sophisticated farmulas to 
determine which topics 
are most likely to appeal 
to different people so the 
news feed can be fine- 
tuned to cater ta different 
tastes. bYahoo, which is 
based in Sunnyvale, Cali¬ 
fornia, already knows a lot 
about people who have 
been coming to its website 
for years, particularly if they 
lagged in while visiting. 
Peaple willing ta connect 
Yahoo with their social cir¬ 
cles on Facebook also are 
more apt ta see staries that 
appeal ta them. That ac¬ 
cess will enable Yahoo to 
pick out stories about sub¬ 
jects tied to a person’s in¬ 
terests on Facebook, either 
directly or through their 
online friendships. More 
tools will empower users to 
designate their areas at in¬ 
terest, tao. The news feed 
also has been retoaled so it 
is constantly refreshed with 
more material as a persan 
scrolls down the page. The 
ability to endlessly peruse 
stories is ideally suited for 
viewing on smartphones 
and tablet computers con¬ 
trolled by touch, although 
the feature alsa warks an 
desktop machines cp- 
erated with a meuse cr 
keybeard. Yahoc’s new 
heme page also shows 
snippets of text from each 
story, borrowing a page 
from the Google playbook 
that Mayer helped write. 
Those summaries may be 
especially handy on the 
smaller screens of mobile 
devices, a growing market 
that Mayer has said Ya- 
haa must do a better job 
reaching if the company 
hapes to bounce back. □ 
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Office Depot agrees to buy OfficeMax in stock deal 


US wholesale 
inflation rate 
remains mild 

C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

wholesale prices rose only 
slightly in January after 
three straight declines, the 
latest sign that inflation is 
posing no threat. It means 
the Federal Reserve has 
room to keep interest rates 
at record lows without wor¬ 
rying about igniting infla¬ 
tion. 

The Labor Department said 
Wednesday that its pro¬ 
ducer price index rose 0.2 
percent last month, the first 
increase since September. 
Gasoline and other en¬ 
ergy prices fell, while food 
prices jumped 0.7 percent 
after dropping sharply in 
December. 

The index measures the 
cost of goods before they 
reach consumers. Whole¬ 
sale prices ore what manu¬ 
facturers and farmers re¬ 
ceive for their products. 

In the past 12 months, 
wholesale prices have risen 
just 1.4 percent, down from 
a 4.1 percent increase for 
the 12 months that ended 
in January 2012. Excluding 
the volatile food and ener¬ 
gy categories, core prices 
rose 0.2 percent in Janu¬ 
ary. They have risen a mild 
1.8 percent over the past 
12 months. 

“The annual growth rates 
... are no threat to the 
Fed's inflation target,” Paul 
Dales, an economist at 
Capital Economics, said 
in a note to clients. The 
Fed's target inflation rate 
is 2 percent. If prices were 
to begin rising rapidly, the 
central bank might be 
forced to raise rotes to try 
to slow inflation.Wholesale 
gas prices dropped 2.1 
percent in January, the de¬ 
partment said. Since then, 
pump prices have risen 
sharply. 

That is likely to push up infla¬ 
tion at the wholesale and 
consumer levels in coming 
months. 

Nationwide, the average 
price of gas was $3.75 a 
gallon ($1 a liter) on Tues¬ 
day, according to AAA. 
That's an increase of 45 
cents a gallon in just the 
past month.Q 


MAE ANDERSON 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Office 
Depot and OfficeMax are 
being collated. 

The retailers said Wednes¬ 
day they hove agreed to 
combine in an all-stock 


deal worth about $1.2 bil¬ 
lion that would transform 
the office-supply retail sec¬ 
tor, helping the No. 2 and 
No. 3 chains compete 
against industry behemoth 
Staples. The first move to¬ 
ward consolidation in an 
industry that is bloated 
with stores reflects the 
changing retail landscape 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

homebuilders began work 
at a slower pace in January 
than in December. But all 
of the drop occurred in the 
volatile area of apartment 
construction, which sank 
24 percent. By contrast, 
the rate of single-family 
homebuilding rose 0.8 per¬ 
cent. Even with the overall 
decline, the pace of home 
construction in January 
was the third-highest since 
2008 and was evidence of 
continued strengthening in 
residential real estate. 

And in an encouraging 
sign for the rest of the year, 
applications for building 
permits, a signal of future 
construction, topped De¬ 
cember’s rate. Applica- 
tians far permits are at their 
highest paint since mid¬ 


as “big box” stores have 
become outmoded and 
more people shop online. 
Liang Feng, a Morningstar 
analyst, said the combina- 
tian wauld be pasitive far 
the companies. But he said 
it might nat be enaugh 


to help the combined 
company succeed in the 
changing marketplace. 
“The industry will face lon¬ 
ger term structural head¬ 
winds with campetitors like 
Amazan, Costca gaining 
ground and the decline in 
demand far secular office 
products like paper, pens 
and ink,” he said. 


2008. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Wednesday that 
builders started work at a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate at 890,000 hames last 


Office Depot Inc. and Of¬ 
ficeMax, alang with bigger 
rival Staples Inc., were all 
faunded in the mid- to late 
1980s and helped pianeer 
the big-box boom in the 
1990s. They expanded rap¬ 
idly in the U.S. throughout 
the decade. 

But the rise in competition 
from web retailers like Am¬ 
azon.com and discount¬ 
ers like Costco and Wal- 
Mart has been faugh on 
the sector, leading to de¬ 
creased sales. In additian, 
affice suppliers were slow 
to bounce back tram the 
recession, as consumers 
and small businesses alike 
cut back on ordering of¬ 
fice products. 

Over the years, the com¬ 
panies have closed stores, 
slashed casts and stream¬ 
lined aperatians ta offset 
stagnant sales. But the in¬ 
dustry was still seen as taa 
bulky, and for years, rumors 
about possible consolida¬ 
tion have swirled around 
the sector, which is worth 
about $21.2 billion, ac¬ 
cording to research firm 
IBISWorld Inc. Of that. Sta¬ 
ples holds a 35 percent 
market share. Office Depct 
has 26.1 and Office Max 
has 15.6. 

The Wall Street Jaurnal 
first reparted the possibil¬ 
ity of a deal between Of- 


(AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh) 

month. That was down 8.5 
percent from December, 
when housing starts had hit 
an annual rate of 973,000, 
the most since June 2008. 
Analysts had expected a 


fice Depot and OfficeMax 
on Monday, sending stock 
across the sector soaring 
on Tuesday. Office De¬ 
pct reported the terms of 
the deal in a release cn 
its website early Wednes¬ 
day morning, but then re¬ 
moved it, which caused 
some confusion. The com¬ 
pany then restored the 
release after the market 
opened. 

Office Depot did not re¬ 
spond to requests for an 
explanaticn. But Mcrning- 
star’s Feng said he dcesn't 
expect the premature re¬ 
lease to damage the com¬ 
panies. 

“I don’t think it will cause 
that much of headache 
for the companies un¬ 
less the deal doesn’t go 
through,” he said. Bcca 
Raton, Florida-based Of¬ 
fice Depct and Naperville, 
Illinois-based OfficeMax 
said holders of OfficeMax 
shares will receive 2.69 
shares of Office Depot for 
every OfficeMax share 
they own. That’s equal to 
about $13.50 per share, 
based on Office Depot’s 
$5.02 per share closing 
price Tuesday, giving the 
deal a fetal value cf abcut 
$1.2 billion. OfficeMax had 
about 86.7 million shares 
outstanding as of Oct. 26, 
according to SEC filings.Q 


decline on January cen- 
structicn, given the sharp 
gain in December. De¬ 
cember had initially been 
reported at an annual rate 
of 920,000. On Wednes¬ 
day, the department re¬ 
vised up the December 
pace to 973,000. 

January’s was only the sec¬ 
ond drop in construction in 
the past six menths. It still 
left the annual pace of 
homebuilding 23.6 percent 
higher than a year age. 
Economists noted that 
building permits keep in¬ 
creasing. Dan Greenhaus, 
chief global strategist for 
BTIG, said the increase in 
permits suggested that the 
January decline in con- 
structicn starts wculd be 
temperary and that “as 
the year prepresses, haus¬ 
ing starts will continue to 
push higher.”Q 



In the first move toward consolidation in an industry that is bloat¬ 
ed with brick and mortar stores. Office Depot and OfficeMax 
have merged. 

(Handout Photo) 


US housing starts dip but remain at solid pace 



U.S. homebuilders began work at a slower pace In January, 
though the level was still the third-highest since 2008. The pace 
of building was viewed as a sign of further strengthening In resi¬ 
dential real estate. 
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Stocks drop following Fed doubts about stimulus 


MAnHEW CRAFT 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

stock market posted its big¬ 
gest loss this year Wednes¬ 
day on news that Federal 
Reserve officials suggesfed 
the central bank scale 
back its effort to keep bor¬ 
rowing costs low. 

Minutes from fhe Fed's Jan¬ 
uary meeting seemed to 
catch investors by surprise 
when they were released 
at 2 p.m. EST. Several Fed 
policymakers worried that 
the bank's program ot 
buying $85 billion of bonds 
each month could eventu¬ 
ally unsettle financial mar¬ 
kets or cause the bank to 
take losses. Even so, most 
of fhe Fed officials fhought 
the economy faced fewer 
risks fhan in December. 
Judging by the market's 
reaction, the Fed appears 
to be closer to ending its 
support tor the U.S. econ¬ 
omy than traders had ex¬ 
pected, said Dan Green- 
haus, chief global strate- 
gisf at the brokerage BTIG. 
“We're at a point now 
where we're discussing 
how we're going to end 
this, not whether it's going 
to end,” he said. 

The S&P 500 index sank 
18.99 points to 1,511.95, a 
loss ott 1.2 percent. That's 
the biggest one-day drop 
since Nov. 14, 2012. 

By buying bonds, the Fed 
drives up their prices and 
lowers interest rates, which 
have stayed at record 
lows. That keeps costs low 


for mortgages and other 
types of loans. 

The major indexes drifted 
sideways in morning trad¬ 
ing then turned lower in the 
early afternoon after Gat- 
erpillar reported weaker 


sales ot its heavy trucks and 
mining equipment. Stocks 
fell further otter traders had 
time to digest the Fed min¬ 
utes. 

The S&P 500 lost 11 points in 
the last hour and a half of 
frading. 

The Dow Jones industrial 


HOUSTON (AP) — Energy 
company Harvest Natural 
Resources says it is drop¬ 
ping a planned $725 million 
sale ot its Venezuelan inter¬ 
ests to Indonesia's nation¬ 
al oil company otter that 
country's government de¬ 
clined to approve the deal. 


average fell 108 points, or 
less than 1 percent, to close 
at 13,927. Merck helped 
curb the Dow's fall, rising 
1 percent, on news that it 
teamed up with a Korean 
drugmakerto create drugs. 


The Nasdaq composite tell 
49 points, or 1.5 percent, to 
3,164. 

News that Apple's major 
supplier, Foxconn, stopped 
hiring at its largest plant in 
China helped push down 
Apple's stock. Foxconn 
reportedly said the hiring 


Shares fell almosf 35 per¬ 
cent in premarket trading. 
Harvest had announced 
the agreement in June be¬ 
tween its subsidiary HNR 
Energia BV and Indonesian 
government-owned PT Per- 
tamina. 

It expected net proceeds 


freeze was not caused by 
slumping orders tor iPhones. 
Apple tell $11.14 to $448.85. 
The stock market surged at 
the start of the year then 
drifted slightly higher in re¬ 
cent weeks with few ma¬ 
jor evenfs fo drive frading 
one way or another. That 
could change as soon as 
Congress returns from va¬ 
cation next Monday. Deep 
federal spending cuts are 
scheduled to start March 
1 unless Congress and the 
White House find a way to 
avoid them. 

Both the Dow and the S&P 
500 have gained 6 percent 
for the year. The Nasdaq is 
up 5 percent. 

Before the Fed minutes 
came out, Phil Orlando, 
the chief market strategist 
at Federated Investors, said 
he believed the stock mar¬ 
ket had climbed too quick¬ 
ly and was prone to a big 
drop. He expected the S&P 
500 to get knocked down 
by 3 percent or more in the 
coming weeks. Another 
budget battle in Washing¬ 
ton could be the trigger. 
“There are a lot of us who 


of abouf $525 million from 
fhe deal. Harvest called 
the deal a big step forward 
in a strategic alternatives 
initiative that it started in 
2010. 

Harvest Natural Resources 
Inc. is based in Texas but 
has operations in Venezu- 


say, ‘We're a little bit 
ahead of ourselves here,”' 
Orlando said. “I still expect 
an all-time high tor the S&P 
500 this year, but it's go¬ 
ing to get there in fits and 
starts." 

Even though housing con¬ 
struction slowed down in 
January, the Department 
of Commerce reported 
Wednesday that new hous¬ 
ing starts remained strong. 
Builders started construc¬ 
tion at an annual rate ot 
890,000 last month, down 
8.5 percent from Decem¬ 
ber. Applications for build¬ 
ing permits increased. 

The Dow closed at its high¬ 
est level of the year Tues¬ 
day, bringing it within one 
percent of 14,164, fhe re¬ 
cord high reached more 
than five years ago. 

In the U.S. government 
bond market, the yield 
on the 10-year Treasury 
note slipped to 2.01 per¬ 
cent from 2.03 percent 
late Tuesday. The yield has 
climbed steadily higher 
since the start of the year, 
when it traded around 1.70 
percent.^ 


ela, exploration assets in 
Indonesia, West Africa, Chi¬ 
na and Oman and business 
development offices in 
Singapore and the United 
Kingdom. 

Its shares dropped $3.16 
to $6 in premarket trading 
Wednesday.^ 


Harvest ends $725M sale of Venezuelan interests 



From right. Chairman of the U.S. Federai Reserve Ben Bernan- 
ke and other dignitaries attend a group photo ceremony at a 
meeting of G20 Finance Ministers and Centrai Bank Governors 
in Moscow, Russia. 

(AP Photo/Misha Japaridze) 
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Mutts 



6Chix 





Mother Goose & Grimm 






Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 More or 
approximately 

5 Picture cards 

10 _ ahead; be 
foresightful 

14 Egg’s shape 

15 Look for 
expectantly 

16 lna_; furious 

17 City near Lake 
Tahoe 

18 High-IQ group 

19 On _ toes; 
alert 

20 Not indecent 

22 Least harsh 

24 _-been: one 
no longer 
popular 

25 Relinquished 

26 Drew or Mariah 

29 Made a lap 

30 Meat shunner 

34 Fibbed 

35 _ person; 
apiece 

36 Lose weight 

37 Sooty particle 

38 Booze 

40 we there 
yet?” 

41 Like sweaty 
palms 

43 Bather’s spot 

44 Dancer Astaire 

45 Shish _; BBQ 
favorite 

46 Pass away 

47 Lather-topped 

48 Lukewarm 

50 Ho-_; boring 

51 Fertilizers 

54 Casino visitor 

58 Drug addict 

59 Glowing coal 
fragment 

61 Bean variety 

62 Get fatigued 

63 Portions 

64 TV show award 

65 Small boys 

66 Long cut 

67 Bodies of water 

DOWN 

1 British Upper 
House member 


2 Hardly _; 
rarely 

3 Rational 

4 Walked through 
water 

5 _ Earl Jones 

6 Amazed 

7 Is able to 

8 Fate 

9 Prim & proper 

10 Nudged 

11 Walkway; path 

12 Grows gray 

13 Robin’s home 
21 Utter 

23 Raze 

25 Neck artery 

26 Clickety-_ 

27 Bridal path 

28 Phys. therapy 

29 1/60 of a min. 

31 On _; watchful 

32 Farmland units 

33 Impoverished 

35 Plank thickness 

36 Lowe or Estes 

38 Yellowish- 
brown 

39 Color 


42 Ripens 
44 Drops the ball 

46 Bleak; gloomy 

47 Total 

49 Marshmallow 
Easter candies 

50 Severe 

51 Mongrel 

52 Iran’s continent 


53 Bookish fellow 

54 Acquires 

55 Green citrus 

56 Actress Samms 

57 Sunbeams 
60 Victoria’s 

Secret 

purchase, 

perhaps 
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Fur flying over Gillette ads 



AWAY W TH THE W NTER FUR 


Tne Gi ecu summer niuatM. 








•rt'JSL-' 






SAG PAULO (AP) — Hate 
that hair? In Brazil, beware. 
A selt-regulatory council 
tor Brazil's advertising in¬ 
dustry is looking into com¬ 
plaints against razor maker 
Gillette for running body¬ 


shaving commercials. 
Council spokesman Edu¬ 
ardo Correa says 20 con¬ 
sumers have filed com¬ 
plaints that the campaign 
“encourages prejudice 
against hairy men.''Q 


250K US 1 mile from beach, 
turnkey 3 bd 2 bath new villa 
granite counter top kitchen 
stainless steel appliances. 
Open area vault ceiling central 
air, water heater, security 
system 

+297 593 0946 AUA 
+ 1 702 862 0711 USA 

198863 


FOR SALE 

Time share for sale 

2 units 4 wks 
Tropicana: wk 7 +8 Ibr 
fri to fri -1580 
sat to sat 5559 

buy all for best price or $5600 each 
lddai@yahoo.com 
call Tropicana Rm 1580 
until march 1 

198869B 


FOR SALE 

Divi Links Week 7 

Large Studio unit 
Price $10,000.00 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 


STSP 

Vi^lAnco Against 


T*k5&£-CI6^? /60^-7464 
Idrtd Sit, 70 



tend yo"*" 



Qualify AparttTicnfs 

■"5-fwlio & Lpft Aptj. "Fully 

Xiti;Keiii / / Coble TV " Swrinming Pool 

Usf tfuii I pYiilt itm Ekdch ^ 

FeeP free To contact or visit uS. 

Wl&a - fni: 6om-7pm. Sot £ Sun: Som-Spm. 



Opal 235 

Well maintained home 
with 3 bedrooms 
and swimming pool! 

The property comes fenced in, 
fully airconditioned, with 
quality kitchen with bar and 
all appliances, built in closets 
in all bedrooms,alarmsystem, 
landscaped garden with drip 
system and nice pavers, bbq 
area and much more. 

Built on 508 m^ of land. 


Onlij^ 

Best & Solid Real Estate 



tHH 


US $ 489. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 



My Genie Real Estate 
Aruba 

Timeshare and Condo’s Resales 

from owners 

Marriott Surf Club and Ocean Club 

1,2 and 3 bedroom any season, any 
location, AT Tremendous prices 


Occidental Grand 

optional all inclusive and mandatory 
all inclusive 

Jr Suites., 1 br, 2 br and 3 br any 
season, any location, at tremendous 
price! 


Dutch Village 

1 bdrwkSRoom #94,28 
wks remaining . 8 accelerate 
US$10,000 


Occidental Grand 

1 bdr wk 8 ocean view, 
all inclusive mandatory 
US$20,000 


Oceania Condos 

3 bdr, 2 Ya bath 4th floor view or both 
sides of the Island view price: 
$750,000 


Aruba Phoenix 

1 bdr, wk 5 room #713 38 weeks left 
on the contract $22000 
1 bdr wk 6 room #613 38 weeks left on 
the contract $22000 


FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 bdr, ground floor, ocean front 
from Feb. 23rd - March 2nd 2013 
US$1,800 


Renaissance Suites 

1 bdr, wk 5 Room #2315 pool/ ocean 
view $10,000 

1 br wk 8 Room # 2303 pool/ ocean 
view $10,000 


Paradise Beach Villas 

2 bdr, wk 8 Room #128 ocean front 
Eagle Beach view $20,000 


Casa del Mar 

2 bdr, wk 5 Room #2501 pool/ ocean 
view $25,000 


Divi Phoenix 

2 bdr, wk 5 Room #631/632 $31.000 


Divi Links (Golf) 

1 bdr, wk 7 and 8 room #4226 35 
weeks left on the contract $8500 each 
Studio wk 7 and 8 room #4225 35 
weeks left on the contract $7500 each 


26 years of experience 
FREE LISTINGS! 

for more info: 562-0712 / 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_114837 

FOR SALE 

La Cabana weeks 5-6-7 

1 br 418 C$10.000/week 
Sunday checking 
pool and ocean view 
seaandbee@comcast.net 
or call: Charlie @ La Cabana 
Room 418C thru 2/23 

198859 


FOR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 perwk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Every thing’s included in this 2 br 

2 >2 bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198542 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wk1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

114364 

FOR RENT 

Tropicana 6 nights 

2/24 to March 2,2013 

1 br$485 Bo 

call: Tropicana Rm 1580 

198869A 

LA CABANA 
one br thur start $5200 
week 7 Rm 427C 

recently renovated, local 565-9394 
or e-mail: rmw|mw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

198869C 

FOR RENT or SALE 

Divi Golf Links 

wk 6, 7 (president’s wk) 

& 8 Studio, 1 bd, 2 bd or 3 bd 
overlooking Infinity Pool 
starting at $1100 perwk 
e-mail: emac16@aol.com 
Ph: 732-580-5828 

198862 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Surf Club 

3 bedroom 3 bath 
floats 51-17 

booked for 2/9-2/16/14 
$29,900 

call mary at 565-8713 or 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 

198537 

FOR RENT 
Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Best room & view in Aruba! 
Featuring Sweeping ocean views 

2 floor, weeks 7 

Presidents week 2014 for $6300 
& week 8 2014 for $5500 
E-mail: mccarinosa@.amail.com 
Ph: 732-580-5928 

_ 198871 

FOR RENT 
Tropicana week 8 

1 bedroom, sleeps 4, pool side 
sun. 2/24 - sun. 3/3 $700.00 
Aruba Cell: 745-5246 
E-mail: iceprincess3754@yahoo. 

198746 


DOCTOR 
OON DUTY 

^ Oranjestad 
Dr. John Croes 




sea 

POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 


O'STAD _ -Central Teh 5_8_5_-8077 


S NI COLAS - Moplas_Te[: _584-57[2 

SERVICES 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.TS. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

Feb. 21 

Carnival Breeze 
Adventure of the Seas 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(F>^A)Jd: _583 j^ 29^_ 

FUNDACION 

Respetami 

Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetric Foundation 
Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Teh 583-89^9_ 

Foundation Amor 
po Prohimo 

Teh 583-pji5 75^6^9^76 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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U.S. research chimps savor retirement at new home 


JANET AAcCONNAUGHEY 
Associated Press 
KEITHVILLE, Louisiana (AP) 

— For the first time in their 
lives, four aging chimpan¬ 
zees once used in U.S. gov¬ 
ernment research can go 
outside vv'henever they like. 
They can lie on the grass, 
clamber onto a platform 
on a chimp-style jungle 
gym and gaze freely at the 
open sky, the vista unbro¬ 
ken by steel bars. 

Fifty-two-year-olds Julius 
and Sandy, 46-year-old 
Phyllis and 44-year-old Jessi¬ 
ca have arrived. These and 
several other primates are 
now “living like chimpan¬ 
zees” as they play, groom 
each other and tussle at 
Chimp Haven in Louisiana 

— the only national sanc¬ 
tuary for retired federal re¬ 
search chimps. 

Julius' group is among 111 
chimpanzees coming to 
Chimp Haven over the next 
18 months from the Univer¬ 
sity of Louisiana at Lafay¬ 
ette’s New Iberia Research 
Center. They could be the 
vanguard of a much larger 
immigration of former re¬ 
search chimps. 

A National Institutes of 
Health committee recom¬ 
mended Jan. 22 that most 
of the other 350 federally 
owned research chimpan¬ 
zees be retired to “the fed¬ 
eral sanctuary system” — a 
system of one. 




Adrienne Mrsny, an animal care specialist, feeds chimps in a section reserved for HIV infected 
chimps at Chimp Haven in Keithville, La., Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013. 

Associated Press 


The Chimp Haven new¬ 
comers led by Julius were 
among nine that arrived 
Jan. 22. Another seven ar¬ 
rived later that week and 
eight more Tuesday. 

New arrivals spend 17 days 
in quarantine before be¬ 
ing moved into an indoor 
bedroom area near a bed¬ 
room occupied by chimps 
already settled into the 
sanctuary, to see how they 
get along. 

Staffers say it’s amazing to 
see them savor new free¬ 
doms. 

“They light up, look up at 
the sky, look at us watch¬ 
ing them,” behaviorist Amy 
Fultz said. 

Like most newcomers to 
Chimp Haven, Julius’ group 
first explored the edges of 
its new surroundings. Their 
play yards are surrounded 
by a high concrete wall 
that can’t be climbed. 
Chimps in the wild make 
regular perimeter patrols, 
alert for any encroaching 
bands and for a chance to 
expand their own territory. 
These retirees will send the 


rest of their lives at the sanc¬ 
tuary in a forested park be¬ 
longing to the Caddo Par¬ 
ish government, which do¬ 
nated the land to Chimp 
Haven. 

The 111 incoming chimps 
include a total of eight 
youngsters; one was born 
to a female chimp with HIV. 
On Tuesday, Conan’s 
crowd was in a play area, 
catching fruit thrown by 
staffers. 

A female named Sheila 
slapped her hands togeth¬ 
er and then held up an arm 
to attract attention. 

A few minutes’ walk away, 
another group of 15 chimps 
raced from the steel mesh 
tunnel between their sleep¬ 
ing area and a forested 
habitat toward an array 
of fruits and vegetables 
strewn on the ground. 
Indoor bedrooms, furnished 
with straw and blankets for 
making nests, and old fire 
hose for climbing, have 
steel mesh interior walls to 
keep chimps in. 

Chimps with HIV, hepatitis or 
other major medical or psy¬ 


A chimp climbs a pine tree 
at Chimp Haven in Keithville, 
La., Monday, Feb. 18, 2013. 
One hundred and eleven 
chimpanzees will be coming 
trom a south Louisiana labo¬ 
ratory to Chimp Haven, the 
national sanctuary for chim¬ 
panzees retired from federal 
research. 

Associated Press 


The proposal to retire all but 
about 50 federally owned 
chimpanzees is the lat¬ 
est step in a gradual shift 
away from using chimps 
as test subjects, owing to 
technological advances 
and growing ethical con¬ 
cerns about research on 
primates that share more 
than 98 percent of the DNA 



of humans. 

Research on the chimps 
has ranged from psycho¬ 
logical studies to trying to 
develop vaccines for HIV 
and hepatitis. 
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chological problems have 
outdoor areas surrounded 
by the same wide, heavy 
steel mesh. The peaked 
ceilings are of pipes laid 
a few inches apart from 
each other so the chimps 
can swing across the ceil¬ 
ing arm over arm, as they 
might in trees. 

“Those spaces are huge. 
They’re huge,” said Lori 
Gruen, a Wesleyan Univer¬ 
sity philosophy professor 
who specializes in animal 
ethics. 

Chimp Haven is “a pretty 
remarkable facility. I think it 
will be quite interesting and 
exciting to see it expand.” 

But there’s a major hurdle. 
When Chimp Haven was 
made the national sanc¬ 
tuary in 2002, Congress 
capped spending on the 
project at $30 million. That 
cap will be hit this year. 

U.S. Rep. John Fleming, a 
Republican representing 
northwest Louisiana, said 
in a statement that any 
additional federal spend¬ 
ing “will be difficult” in the 
current budget climate of 
mounting federal debt and 
ongoing national security 
priorities. 

Kathleen Conlee, vice pres¬ 
ident for animal research 
issues of the Humane So¬ 
ciety of the United States, 
and other advocates say 
there’s no need for addi¬ 
tional spending if Congress 
would let NIH put money 
now spent on research 
contracts into the animals’ 
retirement. 

With help from the Humane 
Society and other non¬ 
profit groups, the sanctu¬ 
ary has in recent months 
raised $2.6 million needed 
to add bedrooms, six play 
yards and an open-air en¬ 
closure to accommodate 
all! 11 federal chimps com¬ 
ing from New Iberia and 
another $100,000 toward 
a total $5.1 million goal an¬ 
nounced in November. 

“We certainly expect and 
hope the cap will be ex¬ 
tended,” said Cathy Wil¬ 
lis Spraetz, who became 
president of Chimp Haven 
three weeks ago. 

If it isn’t? “Then we have to 
rely on our wonderful do¬ 
nors,” she said. □ 
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‘Twilight’ author Meyer plots another trilogy 


JENNIFER KAY 
Associated Press 

MIAMI (AP) — Stephanie Meyer's 
“The Host" doesn't hove much in 
common with her Twilight series, 
except maybe the potential for 
a franchise. Meyer is working on 
a sequel to the 2008 novel she 
began writing as an escape from 
the editing of “Eclipse," the third 
book in the Twilight vampire saga. 
And now that it too has reached 
the big screen, she's got more 
books in mind. “Once you've cre¬ 
ated characters that have life to 
them, unless you kill them all, you 
know where their stories go. You're 
always aware of what happens 
next,” Meyer told The Associated 
Press in an interview Tuesday. “I've 
got outlines for the next books. I 
would hope that this would be a 
three-book arc, but we'll see." 

At an advance screening of “The 
Host," which premieres March 29, 
Meyer said she wrote the book 
when she was “kind of over¬ 
whelmed with vampires and red 
ink and a lot of people kind of 
having expectations of what they 
wanted from the next book and 
knowing that I wasn't always an¬ 
swering those." “The Host” trades 
the vampires and werewolves of 
Meyer's previous works for space 
invaders. An alien race takes over 
the minds of their human hosts 
but leaves their bodies intact so 
that they can perfect the planet 
they believed humans were ruin¬ 
ing. One human, a young woman 
named Melanie Stryder, refuses to 


give up her head space so easily. 
Saoirse Ronan plays both Melanie 
and her alien invader in the film. 



Max Irons and Jake Abel play her 
love interests. 

“The Host” will inevitably draw 
comparisons to the book and film 
series that made Meyer a phe¬ 
nomenon, but she hopes the story 
stands alone and appeals to a 
broader audience than just “Twi- 
hards." For one thing, she calls it 
her “guy friendly" work because 
it explores bonds and loyalties be¬ 
yond simple romantic love. 

“When you're a teenager, love 
feels like life and death, but this is 
actual life and death, which is kind 
of more fun,” Meyer told the Miami 
audience. “Not to mention all the 
explosions and gunfire,” said Abel, 
who plays Ian O'Shea, one of the 
human rebels in the story. 

What “The Host" does have in 
common with the Twilight saga is a 
love triangle, though one compli¬ 
cated further by two distinct enti¬ 
ties sharing one body. 

“Jake and Max call it the ‘love 
box,"’ Meyer told AP. 

Though she's attracted to compli¬ 
cated relationships, that conflict 
probably won’t surface in the se¬ 
quel she’s writing. 

“I feel like the ‘love box,’ as it is, 
is played out in this novel. It com¬ 
pletely resolves into 
two happy plac¬ 
es, so that won't 
be a focus going 
forward,” Meyer 
said.Q 


This Feb. 19,2013 photo shows author Stephenie Meyer speaking in Miami. Meyer, 
author of the “Twiiight” saga says she's working on a new series. 

Associated Press 


Stevie Wonder says U.N. 
Day Concert to be on TV 


Autopsy confirms Mindy 
McCready’s death as suicide 


HEBER SPRINGS, Arkan¬ 
sas (AP) — Authorities say 
preliminary autopsy results 
confirm country music 
singer Mindy McCready’s 
death was a suicide. 

The Cleburne County 
sheriff said in a statement 
Wednesday that prelimi¬ 
nary autopsy results from 
Arkansas' state crime lab 
show McCready's death 
was a suicide from a sin¬ 
gle gunshot wound to the 
head. Investigators have 
said McCready apparent¬ 
ly shot and killed her late 
boyfriend's dog before she 
turned the gun on herself 
Sunday at her home. Au¬ 
thorities found McCready’s 
body and the dog on the 
front porch where her 
longtime boyfriend, musi¬ 
cian David Wilson, died last 
month of a gunshot wound 


to the head. 


Authorities are investigat¬ 
ing Wilson's death as a 
suicide but haven't deter- 



In this Aug. 22, 2006 file 
photo. Country singer Mindy 
McCready answers questions 
outside the courtroom in 
Franklin, Tenn. 

Associated Press 

mined an official cause of 
death yet.Q 


JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Stevie 
Wonder says a concert 
devoted to peace is going 
from the stage to televi¬ 
sion. 

“Stevie Wonder With 
Friends: Celebrating a Mes¬ 
sage of Peace" will pre¬ 
miere Saturday on Centric. 
The musical celebration 
took place at the General 
Assembly Hall at United 
Nations Headquarters in 
New York last October. 

“It was a great night,” said 
Wonder, who hosted the 
concert. “People not only 
sang about it but their spir¬ 
its were committed to see 
peace. In this society we 
are living in, there's a need 
for peace for all nations 
throughout the world.” 

The 90-minute concert 
celebrated the 67th anni¬ 
versary of the UN's peace¬ 
keeping and crisis man¬ 
agement efforts around 


the globe. 

Performers included Won¬ 
der, Sting, Janelle Monae, 
Wyclef Jean and Elle '/ar- 


ner. “Peace is something 
we can't just talk about, 
we got to be about it," 
the 62-year-old singer 
said. “The way people 
participated on that night 
showed their commitment. 


I was very, very happy." 
Wonder hopes the tele¬ 
vised event will encourage 
others to take part in the 


next concert. 

“The call for peace is 
something we should take 
seriously," he said. “I think 
we need a peace day ev¬ 
ery day." The concert will 
also air March 3 on BET.Q 



In this Jan. 16, 2013 file photo provided by the United Nations, 
American recording artist Stevie Wonder records a public 
service announcement for the United Nations at United Nations 
headquarters in New York. Associated Press 
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Actor Arnold Schwarzenegger gestures during a press confer¬ 
ence to promote his latest film “The Last Stand” in Seoul, South 
Korea, Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2013. The movie will open on Thurs¬ 
day, Feb. 21, in South Korea. 

Associated Press 

Schwarzenegger says new 
film has universal appeal 


Jane Lynch to star on 
Broadway in ‘Annie’ 



This Jan. 21,2013 file photo shows actress Jane Lynch during the 
2013 Sundance Film Festival at the Fender Music Lodge in Park 
City, Utah. 

Associated Press 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— For his first starring roie 
since before serving os Coi- 
ifornia’s governor for seven 
years, Arnoid Schwar¬ 
zenegger says he was iook- 
ing for a fiim with universai 
appeai. 

in “The Last Stand,” Schwar¬ 
zenegger piays the sheriff 
of an Arizona town tasked 
with stopping a Mexican 
carfei boss from returning 
to Mexico, it’s the 65-year- 
oid's first ieading roie since 
“Terminator 3” a decade 
ago. 


He said in Seoui on Wednes¬ 
day that he fries to pick 
projects that “couid be 
popuiar not oniy in Ameri¬ 
ca, but aii over the worid.” 
“The Last Stand," the de¬ 
but Hoiiywood fiim of South 
Korean director Kim Jee- 
woon, opens in Seoui on 
Thursday. Schwarzenegger 
recaiied his memories of 
South Korea from his body- 
buiiding days, saying “it’s a 
major piayer in the worid 
stage economicaiiy and in 
every other way.”Q 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jane 
Lynch has something to 
be gieefui about — she’s 
about to make her Broad¬ 
way debut. 

The “Giee” star said 
Wednesday she’ii be re- 
piacing Tony Award-win¬ 
ning actress Katie Finneran 
as the evii orphanage ma¬ 
tron Miss Hannigan in the 
current revivai of “Annie.” 
“i’m so thriiied i can’t see 
straight,” the actress said 
by phone from her home in 
Los Angeies. “it’s a prepos¬ 
terous fantasy come true.” 


Lynch, a veteran of Chica¬ 
go’s Steppenwoif Theatre 
Company, wiii piay Miss 
Hannigan for eight weeks, 
from May 16 through Juiy 
14. Finneran will depart to 
film a new NBC comedy 
series with Michael J. Fox. 
“it’s a real joy for me to 
step into her shoes, which 
are large and scare the 
hell out of me,” said Lynch. 
“But it’s good to be scared, 
it’s good to jump off a cliff.” 
Lynch will star opposite Lilia 
Crawford in the title role 
and Anthony Warlow as 
Daddy Warbucks. The mu¬ 
sic by Charles Strouse with 


lyrics by Martin Charnin 
contains gems like “You’re 
Never Fully Dressed With¬ 
out a Smile,” ’’Tomorrow” 
and “It’s the Hard Knock 
Life.” 

Lynch has an Emmy and 
Golden Globe for play¬ 
ing the track-suited, glee- 
club-hating cheerleading 
coach Sue Sylvester on 
“Glee.” Her film credits in¬ 
clude “Wreck-lt Ralph,” 
’’Three Stooges,” ’’The 40 
Year old Virgin” and “A 
Mighty Wind.” 

She said she knows “ev¬ 
ery breath of this musical,” 
having grown up listening 
to the cast album with her 
mother. She recalls seeing 
the film in the mid-1980s 
and adoring Carol Burnett, 
who played Miss Hanni¬ 
gan. 

Lynch finds it funny that 
she’ll go from playing a 
TV teacher who is fond of 
random acts of terror to 
a gin-swilling orphanage 
head to calls her charges 
“brats,” denies them hot 
mush and threatens “your 
days are numbered.” 

“1 do a lot of mean peo¬ 
ple,” she said. “I’m the 
sweetest person you’ll ever 
meet but 1 do have a fas¬ 
cination with that kind of 
cruelty that comes from a 
very, very soft place.”□ 


Mike Tyson sues Live 
Nation over embezzlement 


Shia LaBeouf pulls 
out of B’way debut 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mike 
Tyson is suing a financial 
services firm affiliated with 
Live Nation, claiming it cost 
him more than $5 million 
due to a former employ¬ 
ee’s embezzlement and 
mismanagement. 

The lawsuit filed Wednes¬ 
day in Los Angeles claims 
an adviser from SFX Finan¬ 
cial Advisory Management 
Enterprises embezzled 
more than $300,000 from 
the former heavyweight 
boxing champ. The suit 
claims the losses hindered 
Tyson and his wife from 
emerging from bankrupt¬ 
cy. 

SFX is a subsidiary of Live 
Nation Entertainment Inc. 
The case claims Tyson and 
his wife lost millions more by 
having to hire new attor¬ 
neys and advisers to han¬ 
dle their financial affairs. 



In this Saturday, Feb. 16, 

2013 tile photo, former 
heavyweight champion 
Mike Tyson smiles during 
a promotional event for 
former five-time champion 
Evander Holyfield’s Real 
Deal barbecue sauce at a 
Chicago grocery store. 

Associated Press 

and they had to turn down 
lucrative contracts. 
Messages left for a Live Na¬ 
tion spokeswoman and at 
the Washington, D.C., of¬ 
fices of SFX were not imme¬ 
diately retumed.Q 



Actor Shia LaBeouf arrives for 
the screening of the film The 
Necessary Death Of Charlie 
Countryman at the 63rd edi¬ 
tion of the Berlinale, Interna¬ 
tional Film Festival in Berlin, 
Germany, Saturday, Feb. 9, 
2013. 

Associated Press 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Shia 
LaBeouf is pulling the plug 
on his Broadway debut. 
The star of the “Transform¬ 
ers” franchise had been 
slated to appear oppo¬ 
site Alec Baldwin in “Or¬ 
phans” but producers said 
Wednesday that LaBeouf 
would not be continuing 
“due to creative differenc¬ 
es.” 

The play by Lyle Kessler, 
which premiered in 1983, 
tells the story of two or¬ 
phaned brothers living in 
a decrepit Philadelphia 


row house who decide to 
kidnap a wealthy man. 
LaBeouf played one broth¬ 
er and Baldwin the target. 
“Orphans” opens March 19 
at the Schoenfeld Theatre, 
directed by Daniel Sulli¬ 
van. Producers said an an¬ 
nouncement on LaBeouf’s 
replacement would be 
made soon. 

LaBeouf, whose films in¬ 
clude “Indiana Jones and 
the Kingdom of the Crys¬ 
tal Skull” and “Wall Street: 
Money Never Sleeps,” was 
most recently seen in John 
Hillcoat’s crime drama 
’’Lawless.”a 
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Pope's Muffled Voice 



FRANK BRUNI 
© 2013 New York Times 

There were reports over the 
weekend that cardinals might 
tweak the rules and begin the 
conclave to choose Pope Bene¬ 
dict XVI’s successor sooner than 
March 15, which had been the 
earliest date mentioned. That 
would be a blessing. Already in 
the American news media it’s all 
pope all the time, a tsunami of 
papal coverage, and until a new 
pope is named, the tide won’t 
quit. You’d be forgiven for con¬ 
cluding that he’ll actually have 
significant sway over Catholics in 
this country. 

He won’t, not over the majority 
of them, not in any immediate 
sense. And it’s worth pausing, 
amid this hoopla, to remember 
that. In large parts of the Roman 
Catholic world, certainly in North 
America and Western Europe, 
most Catholics don’t feel any 
particular debt or duty to the self- 
appointed caretakers of their 
church. They don’t feel bound 
by the pope’s interpretation of 
doctrine or moral commands. 
And many regard him and other 
Vatican officials as totems, a roy¬ 
al family of dubious relevance, 
partly because these officials 
have often shown greater con¬ 
cern for the church’s reputation 
than for the needs, and wounds, 
of the people in the pews. 

The blanket coverage of mat¬ 
ters papal is deceptive, a func¬ 
tion to some degree of habit 
and convenience. We in the me¬ 
dia love the clear-cut drama of 
transitions. They’re easy to grasp 
and frame. And in the case of 
the Vatican, they come with 
majestic visual backdrops, col¬ 
orfully costumed characters: a 
pageant extraordinaire. It looks 
splendid on the front page and 
even better on the nightly news. 
We traffic in celebrities, and the 
pope qualifies as one. We also 
relish the narrative of any winner- 
take-all contest in which there 
are multiple hopefuls, murky dy¬ 
namics and a familiar brand of 
suspense. This informs the way we 
approach presidential elections, 
focusing on the horse race. It ex¬ 
plains all the cook-offs, the sing- 
offs, the analyses of the face-off 
between “Argo” and “Lincoln” 
for Best Picture. The papal selec¬ 
tion process is in one sense “Top 
Chef” without the cooking. It’s 
the ecclesiastical Oscars. It fits a 
mold, regardless of import. 
There’s import, certainly. The Ro¬ 
man Catholic Church is a world¬ 
wide organization with enormous 
financial resources; with a net¬ 
work of charities and agencies 


that provide crucial help to the 
downtrodden; and with parishes 
in which the prayerful nurture 
their relationship with God. And 
the pope is its CEO, ultimately 
responsible for where the money 
flows and for the placement and 
policing of its staff. The policing 
part matters, as the child sexual 
abuse crisis made agonizingly 
clear. 

But the trend over the last half- 
century has been for the prayer¬ 
ful in this country to feel less in¬ 
vested in that organization, less 
attached to its traditions. Polls 
chart a decline in churchgoing 
among American Catholics and 
a robust disobedience. 

A 2011 survey published in the 
National Catholic Reporter 
showed that while 73 percent of 
American Catholics described 
their belief in Jesus’ resurrection 
as “very important” to them, only 
30 percent described the teach¬ 
ing authority of the Vatican that 
way, and only 21 percent char¬ 
acterized an all-male, celibate 
priesthood in those terms. More 
than 60 percent supported the 
ordination of women as priests. 
When it comes to divorce, pre¬ 
marital sex, abortion and more. 
Catholics routinely break with 
the church’s edicts. Pew poll- 
inglast yearfoundthatmore than 
halfof American Catholics sup¬ 
port same-sex marriage, which 
church leaders vociferously op- 
pose.This particular renuncia¬ 
tion of church teaching travels 
beyond the United States. Spain, 
Portugal and Argentina have le¬ 
galized same-sex marriage; all 
have populations that are more 
than 75 percent Catholic, at 
least nominally. 

A Gallup poll last year showed 
that 82 percent of American 
Catholics had no qualms about 
birth control. Church leaders do, 
and during the presidential cam¬ 
paign they railed against Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s health 
care reform for mandating insur¬ 
ance coverage of contracep¬ 
tion. He won the Catholic vote 
anyway. 

Andrew Cuomo certainly 
doesn’t sweat the church’s ire 
the way his father did. Three de¬ 
cades ago Mario Cuomo felt the 
need for a major address at the 
University of Notre Dame to ex¬ 
plain the discrepancy between 
his support for abortion rights 
and the church’s anti-abortion 
position. Without any such hand- 
wringing, his son is plotting to 
shore up abortion rights in New 
York. Andrew Cuomo also lob¬ 
bied for, and signed. New York’s 
gay marriage law. Divorced, he 
lives outside of wedlock with San¬ 
dra Lee. There’s been no Notre 
Dame soul-baring about any of 
this. 

Does the pope fully appreciate 
this drift? Every Sunday, he looks 
from his window onto St. Peter’s 
Square and sees adoring, rapt 
masses. Everywhere he goes, 
traffic parts and cameras fol¬ 
low him. But here in the U.S., the 
Catholics watching closely are 
fewer and fewer. They’re Chris¬ 
tian. They’re caring. They’re mor¬ 
al. But they have minds and wills 
of their own, and no conclave 
will change that.Q 



Oscar For Best Fabrication 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON -1 saw “Argo” with 
Jerry Rafshoon, who was a top 
aide to President Jimmy Carter 
during the Iranian hostage crisis, 
when six Americans escaped 
and were given sanctuary for 
three months by courageous Ca¬ 
nadian diplomats. 

We were watching a scene 
where a CIA guy can’t get 
through to Hamilton Jordan, 
Carter’s chief of staff, to sign off 
on plane tickets for the escap¬ 
ing hostages, so he pretends to 
be calling from the school where 
Jordan’s kids go. 

“Hamilton wasn’t married then 
and didn’t have any kids,” Jerry 
whispered, inflaming my pet 
peeve about filmmakers who 
make up facts in stories about 
real people to add “drama,” 
rather than just writing the real 
facts better. It makes viewers 
think that realism is just another 
style in art, so that no movie, no 
matter how realistic it looks, is be¬ 
lievable. 

The affable and talented Ben Af¬ 
fleck has admitted that his film’s 
climax, with Iranian Revolution¬ 
ary Guard officers jumping in a 
jeep, chasing the plane down 
the runway and shooting at it, 
was fabricated for excitement. 
Hollywood always wants it both 
ways, of course, but this Oscar 
season is rife with contenders 
who bank on the authenticity 
of their films until it’s challenged, 
and then fall back on the “Hey, 
it’s just a movie” defense. 

“Zero Dark Thirty,” “based on 
firsthand accounts of actual 
events,” has been faulted for 
leaving the impression that tor¬ 
ture was instrumental in the 
capture of Osama. It celebrates 


Jessica Chastain’s loner charac¬ 
ter, “Maya,” when it could have 
more accurately and theatrically 
highlighted “The Sisterhood,” a 
team of female CIA analysts who 
were part of the long effort. 

And then there’s the kerfuffle 
over “Lincoln,” which had three 
historical advisers but still man¬ 
aged to make some historical 
bloopers. Joe Courtney, a Demo¬ 
cratic congressman from Con¬ 
necticut, recently wrote to Ste¬ 
ven Spielberg to complain that 
“Lincoln” falsely showed two of 
Connecticut’s House members 
voting “Nay” against the 13th 
Amendment for the abolition of 
slavery. 

“They were trying to be meticu¬ 
lously accurate even down to re¬ 
cording the ticking of Abraham 
Lincoln’s actual pocket watch,” 
Courtney told me. “So why get a 
climactic scene so off base?” 
Courtney is pushing for Spielberg 
to acknowledge the falsity in the 
DVD, a quest that takes on more 
urgency now that Spielberg has 
agreed to provide a DVD to ev¬ 
ery middle and high school that 
requests it. 

Tony Kushner, the acclaimed 
playwright who wrote the screen¬ 
play, told me he was outraged 
that Courtney was getting his 15 
minutes by complaining about a 
15-second bit of film on a project 
that Kushner worked on for seven 
years. 

The writer completely rejects the 
idea that he has defamed Con¬ 
necticut, or the real lawmakers 
who voted “Aye.” He said that in 
historical movies, as opposed to 
history books where you go for 
“a blow-by-blow account,” it is 
completely acceptable to “ma¬ 
nipulate a small detail in the ser¬ 
vice of a greater historical truth. 
History doesn’t always organize 
itself according to the rules of 
drama. It’s ridiculous. It’s like 
saying that Lincoln didn’t have 
green socks, he had blue socks.” 
He feels that if he had changed 
the margin of the vote, or made 
someone a villain who was not in 
real life, that would have been 
inappropriate. (He’s one-up on 
Shakespeare there.) But he wants 
“wiggle room” on some things. 
Spielberg’s production people 
called the National Archives in 


2011 to get a copy of the original 
voting roll and to plumb deeply 
into the details of the vote on one 
of America’s most searing moral 
battles, even asking whether the 
vote was recorded in a bound 
volume or on loose ledger forms. 
That roll shows that the first two 
votes cast were “Nays” by Dem¬ 
ocratic congressmen from Illinois, 
Lincoln’s own state. Wasn’t that 
enough to show the tension? 
Kushner explained that in his 
original script he thought, as in 
the musical “1776” or the Conti¬ 
nental Congress or conventions, 
the lawmakers voted by state, so 
Connecticut would have been 
one of the first Union states to 
vote. 

Harold Holzer, a Lincoln historian 
attached to the film, pointed 
out the mistake to Spielberg 
and Kushner, telling them that 
voting in those days was done 
alphabetically by lawmaker. 
But Kushner said the director left 
the scene unchanged because 
it gave the audience “place 
holders,” and it was “a rhythmic 
device” that was easier to fol¬ 
low than “a sea of names.” They 
gave fake names to the Con¬ 
necticut legislators, who were, he 
said, “not significant players.” 

Yet The Wall Street Journal noted, 
“The actual Connecticut repre¬ 
sentatives at the time braved po¬ 
litical attacks and personal hard¬ 
ships to support the 13th Amend¬ 
ment.” One, the New London Re¬ 
publican Augustus Brandegee, 
was a respected abolitionist and 
a friend of Lincoln. The other, the 
New Haven Democrat James 
English, considered slavery “a 
monstrous injustice” and left his ill 
wife to vote. When he said “Aye,” 
applause began and the tide 
turned. 

I’m a princess-and-the-pea on 
this issue, but I think Spielberg 
should refilm the scene or dub in 
“Illinois” for “Connecticut” before 
he sends out his DVDs and leaves 
students everywhere thinking the 
Nutmeg State is nutty. 

Kushner says that won’t happen, 
because this is a “made-up issue” 
and a matter of “principle.” But 
as Courtney notes: “It was Lin¬ 
coln who said. ‘Truth is generally 
the best vindication against slan¬ 
der.’” □ 














































Locally grown; not 
left out in the cold 



Jonathon Sawyer of Greenhouse Tavern in Cleveland, uses 
many locally grown ingredients in his dishes. Local-movement 
chefs, depending often on geography, muscle through the 
colder months, while others make compromises. 

(Barney Taxel/The New York Times) 
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NEW YORK - Locally grown. 
Market-sourced. Farm to 
table: These phrases have 
become the mantras of 
the American menu, prom¬ 
ising ingredients that are 
supremely fresh, in season 
and produced within a 
tight radius of the restau¬ 
rant. But what can they 
possibly mean in the dead 
of winter, in northerly climes 
where farms are battened 
down and the earth is as 
hard as a raw cabbage? 

In some restaurant kitch¬ 
ens, they mean a larder full 
of root vegetables, grains, 
dried beans and cellared 
fruits, as well as a lot of cur¬ 
ing, pickling and preserv¬ 
ing. Other, more ambitious 
restaurants turn to green¬ 
houses or new vegetable 
hybrids. 

And many inevitably re¬ 
sort to a certain amount of 
well-intentioned cheating. 
“At some point, you’re in¬ 
herently a hypocrite,” said 
Marc Meyer, the chef at 
Cookshop, in Chelsea. 
“You can’t make a menu 
of turnips, rutabagas and 
potatoes.” 

Even chefs like him who are 
devoted to local and sea¬ 
sonal foods have to make 
exceptions, including the 
occasional FedEx pack¬ 
age. Meyer’s winter menus 
include dishes that strad¬ 


dle the indigenous and the 
imported, like line-caught 
Long Island swordfish with 
cauliflower (also from Long 
Island) and chicory (from 
Florida), dressed with Mey¬ 
er lemon (California) and 
topped with wedges of 
blood orange (California 
again). 

Total purity, Meyer said, 
is a nice idea, yet all but 
impossible: “What about 
chocolate? What about 
olive oil? Spices?” 

“Go for it if you can,” he 
added. “I just can’t with a 
100-seat restaurant.” 

Dan Barber’s kitchen at 
Blue Hill at Stone Barns, in 
Pocantico Hills, N.Y., buys 
many of its ingredients from 
the Stone Barns Center for 
Food and Agriculture, an 
independent nonprofit or¬ 
ganization on the same 
grounds that operates 80 
acres of farmland (six and 
a half of them for vegeta¬ 
bles), a 22,000-square-foot 
greenhouse and outdoor 
rows of plants shielded by 
a protective covering. 

In addition, he and his 
team (as well as a full-time 
vegetable farm manager. 
Jack Algiere, and his crew) 
work with agricultural sci¬ 
entists at Cornell University 
on breeding winter-friendly 
vegetables, including a 
small, intensely sweet but¬ 
ternut squash they call the 
honeynut. 


Barber pointed out that 
many of the strategies that 
chefs employ in winter, like 
fermentation or cold stor¬ 
age, are nothing new. “A 
lot of these techniques are 
ancient and brilliant, and 
evolved out of despera¬ 
tion,” he said. 

Perhaps buoyed by the 
more modern technolo¬ 
gies involved in breed¬ 
ing, he said that in some 
ways he preferred cook¬ 
ing in the winter months. 
“At what point can I make 
the greatest impression?” 
he said. “People’s expec¬ 
tations are lower, and it’s 
easier to exceed them.” 
Barber isn’t the only chef 
who welcomes the cold- 
weather challenge. “We 
sort of look at winter the 


way an old-school chef 
looks at frugality,” said 
Jonathon Sawyer of the 
Greenhouse Tavern, in 
Cleveland. “We take more 
time with dishes because 
we have less to put on the 
plate.” 

Sawyer, whose restaurant’s 
website includes a mani¬ 
festo on “Sustainability Ini¬ 
tiatives,” bottles his own 
line of vinegars, including 
ones made from craft beer 


and rose wine, and has a 
running stock of preserved 
items. He said relationships 
with local farmers become 
all the more important in 
winter, for securing ingre¬ 
dients like grains (in par¬ 
ticular, farro, an Ohio spe¬ 
cialty), shelled beans and 
legumes. 

But even the word “local” 
can fall prey to some fudg¬ 
ing. 

“There’s a very famous 
farmer who, when I met 
him years ago, had a 20- 
mile radius” of restaurants 
he’d sell to. Barber said. 
“And last year when I talk¬ 
ed to him, he said he was 
delivering to a restaurant 
28 miles away.” 

What happened to 20? 
“All purists have their nego- 


tiables,” Barber said. 

Iliana Regan, whose Chi¬ 
cago restaurant, Elizabeth, 
has won attention for its 
emphasis on local ingre¬ 
dients, many of them for¬ 
aged by Regan, has a 
somewhat broader defi¬ 
nition. Almost everything 
on her menu “is Midwest¬ 
ern, though perhaps out 
of state lines,” she said. 
“We’re probably breaking 
the 200-mile rule.” 


Whence 200? “I believe I 
read it somewhere,” Re¬ 
gan said. 

If there’s one thing about 
winter cooking that chefs 
seem fo agree on, it’s that 
the toughest time isn’t the 
middle of fhe season, but 
the end. 

“For me, the hardest 
months are March and 
April,” Barber said. “Stor¬ 
age starts to run out and 
you’re sick of the root veg¬ 
etables.” 

The result, for some, is chef- 
envy. 

“I wenf down to San Fran¬ 
cisco a couple of weeks 
ago,” Wefzel said. “If was 
making me jealous. Things I 
don’t see until June or May, 
they have on their plates in 
December.” 

For Bearman of Rouge To- 
mate, flying in an item or 
two is particularly tempting 
in late winter, when cus¬ 
tomers expect early-spring 
all-stars like ramps and as¬ 
paragus. 

“There’s definitely times 
where, if we see great 
fava beans or great peas 
coming out of lacopi Farm 
in California, we probably 
cheat a little bit,” he said. 
“But then we switch when 
it comes into season here.” 
By some measures, circum¬ 
stances for Norfhern chefs 
are improving. Meyer nof- 
ed fhe increased vibrancy 
of farmers’ markefs, includ¬ 
ing the Greenmarket initia¬ 
tive in New York. 

“A few years ago, there 
was no radicchio, no trevi- 
so,” he said. “You’re seeing 
more variety.” 

Others even see a benefit 
from global warming. 

“I hate to say it, but it’s 
true,” Sawyer said. “We 
got artichokes in Ohio all 
the way into November this 
year. Maybe December.” 
Then again, restraints are 
sometimes a good thing. 
Bearman said the bounty 
of late summer could be 
overwhelming: “You find 
yourself fhinking, ‘What 
am I going to do on my 
menu?’”Q 



Stuffed Semolina Pasta is served at Greenhouse Tavern utilizing 
many of the kitchen’s stock of expertiy preserved ingredients in 
Cleveland. 

(Barney Taxel/The New York Times) 













